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Residents remember those who died serving
country
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Borough residents gathered at the Denman
Fisher Perkins monument, on North Boulevard, this past
Monday morning to honor all those who died serving the
country in the armed forces.

Lake Como resident Pastor Randy Smith, of the Grace
Tabernacle Church in Wall, began the ceremony by reflecting
on something his wife, Julie, had said as they went to church
this past Sunday.

According to the pastor, Mrs. Smith said she was thankful they
could go to church without fear of harm and persecution.

“I think too often we take that simple fact for granted,” he
said, noting he has read about churches in Indonesia being set
on fire.

The pastor said his point was that many of the things we love
in this country are taken for granted.

“We live in a country that is far different than every other
country out there,” Pastor Smith said.

What makes the U.S. different, he said, is the men and women
who have fought or are still fighting so that those in America
can enjoy freedoms and liberties, such as going to church
without fear of harm and persecution.

Mayor Mike Ryan then spoke, beginning his speech by taking a
moment to honor former Councilman Basil Wolfe, who is
currently ill. It is the first time in a while that the former
councilman was not at the Memorial Day ceremony, he said.

According to the mayor, Mr. Wolfe is an army veteran and four
time purple heart recipient. Previous legislatures and
politicians have said the borough was lucky to have a man like
Mr. Wolfe, “a true American hero who fought so we may be
free” sit on the dais.

The mayor then said there are currently a lot of young people
coming back from duty, and unfortunately because of what

they have seen some of them are
committing suicide.

“No other time in this nation have we seen the number of suicides from young
military folks at the rate that it is,” Mayor Ryan said, noting currently 22 military
personnel are committing suicide a day.
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Lake Como Patrolman Scott O’Shea posted the
colors during the borough’s Memorial Day
service this past Monday. The service was held
at the Denman Fisher Perkins Monument, on
North Boulevard. Photo by RYAN MAYER, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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Those coming back from duty need help and support, he said.

“So keep them in your mind as you go through this day,” Mayor Ryan said.

He continued, “Let’s not forget the tradition of Memorial Day.”

The day began as a cleaning of the games and posting of flags and flowers to honor
those who died so Americans may be free, Mayor Ryan said.

“We have a responsibility in our traditions, not matter what we’re doing...part of
what we do on Memorial Day should be the tradition of honoring all of those who have served and gave the
ultimate sacrifice so we as one nation under God can be free,” Mayor Ryan said.

Lake Como Patrolman Scott O’Shea then posted the colors, with Deacon Alan Fossa, of the Grace Tabernacle
Church, playing taps.

Mayor Ryan then asked the audience who had served in the armed services, and thanked each of them.

Pastor Jesse Evans, of the Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Lake Como, lead the ceremony in a closing prayer.

He thanked the Lord for allowing people to gather on Monday morning to honor those who served and gave the
ultimate sacrifice.

“We thank you Lord because they had the spirit of freedom,” the pastor said. “We see it when the pilgrims
landed on Plymouth Rock. We see the spirit of freedom in our founding fathers as they wrote the Declaration of
Independence. We see the spirit of freedom, o God, when Martin Luther King said it in those words ‘I have a
dream.’”

Their service, commitment and sacrifice still matters, Pastor Evans said.

“So, we thank you now for all those who gave and yet are still giving,” the pastor said.
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