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Area residents honor those who sacrificed
for their country
Ceremony took place at Memorial Row on Monday, May 27
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The governing body and area residents paid their respects to those who made the ultimate sacrifice
for their country during the borough’s Memorial Day service this past Monday morning.

The ceremony was held at Memorial Row, between 12th and 13th avenues on Main Street, where 14 trees stand
in honor of the 14 Belmar residents who gave their lives defending the United States during World War II.

Belmar-Wall-Juneau VFW Post 2620 held the service. Hurricane Sandy had damaged a tree, which was
subsequently taken down, and a new one was planted for Arbor Day, which was on April 26.

Dan Moynihan, commander of Post 2620, of Belmar, gave the opening remarks.

“As long as two comrades survive … the Veterans of Foreign Wars [will] render tribute to the heroic debt,” Mr.
Moynihan said.

He continued, “Wherever a body of a comrade lies, here the ground is hallow.”

Mr. Moynihan spoke about how Memorial Day is a day to commemorate those who
devoted their lives to the armed forces, and an “expression of our tribute to their
duty, to their courage and to their patriotism.”

“By their services on land, and sea and in the air, they have made us all their debtors
for the flag of our nation still flies over the land of free people,” he said.

Bill Lister, chaplain for Post 2620, then lead the ceremony in a prayer.

Mr. Moynihan continued the service by reciting a saying he thought was appropriate for Memorial Day, “all gave
some and some gave all.”

“We’re honoring the ones that gave some and rest in peace the ones who gave all,” he said.

Harold Cuddy, quartermaster of post 2620, of Belmar, began his speech, saying that Memorial Day is a time to
honor and remember all those people who paid the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.

From Colonial battles to Iraq and Afghanistan, Memorial Day is the day to remember their bravery and
sacrifices, Mr. Cuddy said, noting people should not forget the prisoners of war and those missing in action.

“God Bless America. Freedom is not free,” he said.

Mr. Cuddy then read the names of the 14 Belmar men who died during World War II, which are engraved on the
World War II monument on Monument Row.

Mr. Moynihan then said Post 2620 would pay tribute to their departed comrades.

“In doing so we offer solemn tribute to all comrades wherever they may rest,” he said.

Post 2620 members then laid flowers before the World War II monument.
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Belmar Elementary music director Tom Brennan as well as three students, eighth-grader Alma Sanchez,
seventh-grader Marc Gargiulo and sixth-grader Griffin Core played “God Bless America” and “Taps” during the
ceremony.

Following the service at the WWII memorial, an abbreviated version of the service was held at the WWI
memorial, located between Seventh and Eighth Avenues along Railroad Avenue.
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