
The Coast Star (5/31/2012): Service held on 
Memorial Day, honors veterans 

Fourteen former Belmar residents lost their lives during 
World War II 

 

Harold Cuddy [front, left], quartermaster of the Belmar-Wall-Juneau Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2620, read a 
letter from a sailor during WWII, 13 days before that sailor died in the sinking of USS Juneau on Nov. 13, 1942. He 
read the letter during the Belmar Memorial Day service held on May 28. Next to Mr. Cuddy was Dan Moynihan [front, 
right], commander of Post 2620, and other members of the post. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Seventy years ago, around 1942, 14 Belmar residents gave their lives during World 
War II. 

Today, 14 trees are planted along Main Street, between 12th and 13th avenues, to honor those 14 
Belmar residents who died. 

And on Memorial Day, May 28, council members, the mayor, veterans and residents gathered in 
front of those trees to honor those residents, as well as all veterans. Belmar-Wall-Junea Veterans of 
Foreign Wars [VFW] Post 2620 held the service on Memorial Row, between 12th and 13 avenues 
along Main Street.  

Four members of the Belmar Elementary School Eagle Band opened the ceremony with “God Bless 
America.” Those members were Joan Moreno, 14, eighth grade; Marc Gargiulo, 12, sixth grade and 
Adriel Juarez, 11, fifth grade, all of Belmar. Matthew Chernesky, 11, sixth grade, is from Lake 
Como.  

Dan Moynihan, commander of Post 2620, of Belmar, gave the opening remarks. 



“Today we honor those who have lost their lives, as well as all vets,” he said. “All gave some, but 
some gave all.” 

Harold Cuddy, quartermaster of Post 2620, of Belmar, continued the service by reading a letter 
written by a man named Jimmy — who was a sailor stationed in the South Pacific in 1942 — to a 
friend. The letter was dated Oct. 31, 1942. 

Thirteen days later, on Nov. 13, 1942, the USS Juneau, where Jimmy was stationed, was torpedoed 
and sunk. On that day, 690 people lost their lives, including four Belmar residents, each of whom 
has a large oak tree planted, here, in their honor. Those men were Francis Class, Alfred Ferruggiaro, 
Richard McConnell and Robert Sherman. 

Mr. Cuddy then read all 14 names of the Belmar residents who died during WWII, including the 
four who died aboard the USS Juneau. 

“Freedom is not free,” he concluded. 

Following Mr. Cuddy’s speech, William Lister, chaplain of Post 2620, gave the blessing. 

The ceremony concluded after each member of Post 2620 that was present at the service placed a 
flower in front of the memorial and Mr. Moynihan placed a small U.S. flag. 

Following the service at the WWII memorial, an abbreviated version of the service was held at the 
WWI memorial, located between Seventh and Eighth avenues along Railroad Avenue.  

Post 2620 recently lost member Emidio Ciccone, 91, of Belmar. He was a WWII veteran from Italy. 
Mr. Ciccone died on May 20 at Mt. Sinai Medical Center, New York City. 

	  


