
The Coast Star (5/31/2012): Flash mob dances 
its way to success on the boardwalk 

Over 100 spectators watched as 412 people danced to ‘Shake 
Senora’ 

 

A flash mob last week on the Belmar boardwalk allowed local businesses to showcase themselves. Photo by JOSEPH J. 
DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Over 400 people participated in a flash mob on May 24, here, making it the largest 
Jersey Shore flash mob to date. 

The event drew in 412 people from all over New Jersey, with a few from out of the state, to 
participate in the flash mob dance on the beach near Taylor Pavilion, Fifth and Ocean avenues, said 
Robert Hilton, executive director of the Jersey Shore Convention and Visitors Bureau.  

Those participating danced to “Shake Senora” by Pitbull as over 100 spectators watched, he added.  

 “We set a precedent,” Mr. Hilton said, noting that there is no official record for the largest Jersey 
Shore flash mob. 

According to Mary Brabazon, tourism administrator for Belmar, part of the intent of the flash mob 
was to “allow businesses to showcase themselves and have some fun.” 

“A lot of people work all weekend and this allows them to have fun before the season really starts 
and gets crazy,” she said.  

According to Ms. Brabazon, at least 10 businesses from the local community participated in the 
flash mob event. 



Brenda Yarnold, owner of Bella Buddha, located at 921 Main St., said 10 people from her store 
participated in the event. 

“It is a great kick off for summer because it brought everyone down to the shore,” she said. “It was 
a pre-party to Memorial Day Weekend.” 

Margaret More, coordinator for Selective Seconds Ministry for St. Rose Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, agreed, noting that 15 people from her store participated. Selective Seconds is located at 911 
Main St. 

She said the flash mob was a good way to kick off the summer because it allowed “everyone and 
anyone” to participate.  

“Parades only allow certain people to participate depending on the type of parade,” Ms. More said. 
“For this, everyone could participate.” 

As for the number of people who showed up at the event, Ms. More said that it “shows a real pride 
in our community” because many different businesses came to show support.  

Grace Hanlon, executive director of the New Jersey Division of Travel and Tourism, said she 
“loved” the community spirit in Belmar. 

“Starting off the summer with a dance on the boardwalk was such a fun way to welcome the 
summer in Belmar,” she said, noting that she was “humbled” that Mayor Matthew Doherty was a 
better dancer than she was.  

Mayor Doherty said the event was a nice way to kick off the summer season. 

“I look forward to participating in the next flash mob event,” he said. 

According to Mr. Hamilton, the Jersey Shore Convention and Visitors Bureau is looking into 
holding another flash mob event, although they have not set a date. To check when the next flash 
mob event will take place, visit www.visitthejerseyshore.com.  

	  


