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Memorial Day service honors those who have served the 
country 

 

 

The Rev. Jesse Evans [from left] and Pastor Randy Smith watched as Councilman Kevin Higgins and Councilwoman 
Patricia Tzibrouk presented the Lake Como Wreath at the borough’s Memorial Day service on May 28. Photo by 
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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Lake Como honored those — past and present — who served in the military by 
holding a Memorial Day service on Monday, May 28. 

During the ceremony, which was held at the Denman Fisher Perkins monument on North 
Boulevard, two ministers spoke about the importance of Memorial Day. 



Pastor Randy Smith, of the Grace Tabernacle Church, said people should be both grateful and 
bereaved for all the men and women who have died serving the United States. The Grace 
Tabernacle Church was located at 2014 Main St., here, before moving to Wall in 2010.  

People should be grateful “for all the men and women who have died to purchase and preserve our 
freedom. They were called, and in bravery they stepped in harm’s way and gave up the greatest 
sacrifice,” he said. 

However, people should also be bereaved for all the deaths and lives that were cut short, Pastor 
Smith continued. 

The Rev. Jesse Evans, of Mt. Olive Baptist Church, located at 703 17th Ave., said people should 
pray and hold a lot in “high esteem on Memorial Day,” such as the “sound of the soldier’s 
laughter,” the “sound of the soldier’s voice,” the “joy of a soldier’s heart that it may be set free” and 
the “expectation of the hope that a soldier may still have.” 

“Some of us may never know what it is to hear the sound of a bullet … the depth of a soldier’s 
wound … the terror of a soldier’s midnight … the dread of a soldier’s another day’s dawning … 
[or] the fear, the agony and the dread or pain of being a soldier,” he said. 

However, some may come to know the “integrity of a soldier” or the “power of being a soldier,” the 
Rev. Evans said. 

Mayor Mike Ryan continued the service by delivering a message regarding what Memorial Day is 
about. 

He said Memorial Day is about two things: Those who have “stepped up and worn the uniform” and 
to show that those who have “given it all” will not be forgotten. 

“All gave some, but some gave all,” he said. “And those who gave all left a lot of broken hearts.” 

Mayor Ryan continued by saying in 1971, the year Memorial Day became a national holiday, more 
than 2,000 people lost their lives at war. 

“So as the world changes, the world stays the same more and more,” he said, referring to the fact 
that the nation is still sending men and women to war. “To those who have served in the past, we 
say thank you, and for those who are yet to come, we praise you for your vision and bravery to step 
forward and serve a great nation.” 

Pastor Smith concluded the service by saying, “Help us not to forget, not to let that blood go away 
in vein, help us think about you [God] and the people who stepped in harm’s way so we can enjoy 
the liberties we have in this country.” 

	  


