
The Coast Star (5/31/2012): Thousands flock 
to Belmar for Memorial Day Weekend 

Badge sales declined, but locals say there were larger crowds 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Summer kicked off in Belmar with a bang as thousands flocked to the beaches, 
despite the predicted inclement weather — which never showed up. 

According to Bill Young, borough administrator, despite beach badge sales during the weekend 
declining from last year, the weekend was “wonderful.” 

This year, Belmar sold 3,386 season badges on the holiday weekend, which is 239 less than last 
year’s 3,625 badges sold on Memorial Day Weekend. The number of daily badges sold this year 
totaled 17,911, compared to last year’s 19,212, Mr. Young said. And 576 senior badges were sold 
this year, compared to last year’s 608 badges. 

This makes the total beach badge sale for Memorial Day Weekend $303,017, he said. Last year’s 
sales totaled $324,854. 

These figures do not include preseason sales, Mr. Young said. 

The decline in beach badge sales “probably has to do with weather predictions,” Mr. Young said, 
noting that the borough still did “pretty well.” 

Mayor Matthew Doherty said that the turnout on Memorial Day Weekend, especially Saturday, was 
“remarkable.” 

“It is good for businesses who depend on these holidays to make money for the entire year,” he 
said.  

Barry Petersen, manager of Eastern Lines Surf Shop, located at 1605 Ocean Ave., said that sales 
were “great” and that people were in “good spirits” and spent money. 

“This is the most crowded I’ve seen it on the shore in a long time” for Memorial Day Weekend, Mr. 
Petersen said, noting that he has been the manager at the surf shop for 15 years.  

Dave Mavani, manager of the Belmar Inn, located at 112 12th Ave., agreed. 

According to Mr. Mavani, the Belmar Inn was sold out all three days, which is the norm on 
Memorial Day Weekend. However, he said, the town itself seemed busier than last year.  

Mo Khan, owner of Belmar Pizza, located at 1508 Main St., said that sales were up this year and 
that there were a lot more customers. 



“Compared to last year, we probably saw about 15 to 20 percent more customers,” he said. 

This could be for a few reasons, Mr. Khan said. These reasons include the good weather and the fact 
that the economy could be getting better, he said. 

Patricia Tecza, owner of Nostalgic Nonsense Vintage Clothing, located at 903 Main St., said her 
business saw an increase in sales, too, although she was not sure what to attribute it to. 

It could be because the economy is getting better and because “Belmar is starting to look better,” 
she said. 

Mrs. Tecza said that sales were better than the last three years and that more people were in Belmar. 

“It was the perfect storm to come to Belmar Beach,” she said. 

While the crowds meant business for retail and food stores in the borough, it also meant a lot of 
work for the borough. 

Fran Hines, supervisor for the Department of Public Works, said that Belmar was very crowded, but 
the DPW had “it all ready to go.” 

“There were some small issues with the beachfront showers, but no major issues,” he said. 

Garbage was the biggest problem, Mr. Hines said, but it was maintained. He said that the borough 
has maintained the beach for so long that there is a system in place of sweeping the beach for 
garbage once — if not twice — a day. 

According to Mr. Young, the police department did not have a lot of complaints this weekend. No 
one from the police department could be reached from comment. 

When asked how the summer will be for Belmar this year, Mr. Young said “no one matches us,” 
noting that Belmar was voted the number one beach in Monmouth County and the number five 
beach in New Jersey through the Top Ten Beaches Competition.  

“When you package it all together we will blow it out of the water this season,” he said, referring to 
the many improvements the borough has made. These improvements include making the lane on 
10th Avenue heading toward the beach a double lane, new cleaning routines and the repaving of the 
former Acme parking lot, which will add 30 new spaces, he said. The repaving of the parking lot, 
located along the railroad tracks between 10th and 8th Avenues, is expected to be completed on July 
13. 

	  


