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The Coast Star (5/31/2012): Waterlily a 
growing business, with its roots on a commuter 

bus 

 

Waterlily co-owners Abbey Holloway [left] and Catherine Spinosa have three locations including this one in Spring 
Lake, as well as locations in Manasquan and Bay Head. Photo by JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

The idea of Waterlily, a fashion boutique on the Jersey Shore, began while two working women 
were traveling by bus to New York City for work each day. 

Abbey Holloway, 32, and Catherine Spinosa, 30, were tired of traveling about two hours to and 
from the city daily. Mrs. Spinosa and Mrs. Holloway wanted to work closer to home, but also 
wanted to remain working in the fashion industry, Mrs. Spinosa said. 

Mrs. Spinosa and Mrs. Holloway also felt like there was a “niche that needed to be filled,” Mrs. 
Holloway said.  

 “There are so many exciting and unique brands that we wanted to bring to our area. We love that 
we can offer hand-embroidered tunics from India or hand-beaded sandals from Kenya. The people 
in our area enjoy culture, we wanted to offer it in a shopping experience,” she said. 

So, during the spring of 2006, Mrs. Holloway and Mrs. Spinosa began creating the idea of a fashion 
boutique.  

“This was more of a dream for us, or something that we aimed for in our future. We didn’t have a 
specific timeframe. We knew that opening a business was a serious undertaking and we knew we 
would need time to plan,” Mrs. Holloway said.  
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In reality, the plans moved quickly.  

In January 2007, Mrs. Holloway and Mrs. Spinosa secured the lease for their boutique, replacing 
Freedman’s Bakery, at 1203 Third Ave., in Spring Lake. The two quickly began renovating and 
securing merchandise for their boutique, which would be named Waterlily.  

“We wanted something feminine and pretty and tied into the area, and water lilies are on the Spring 
Lake,” Mrs. Holloway said referring to the naming of the store.  

Since its inception, Waterlily has expanded into Manasquan, in 2009, and Bay Head, in 2011. 
Waterlily in Bay Head is a seasonal operation and only opens from May to October. 

The boutique sells women’s clothing, footwear, handbags and jewelry. 

Each store carries different brands and offers different styles, Mrs. Holloway said.  

“Spring Lake offers a bohemian, beachy feel, offering tunics, dresses and swimwear. Manasquan 
has a young, fun vibe, offering cute tops, affordable dresses and designer denim. While, Bay Head 
has a resort feel, offering kaftans, coverups and sundresses,” she said. 

Prices at the store generally run between $40 to $180 for clothing and $12 to $48 for jewelry, with 
handmade pieces generally costing more, Mrs. Holloway said.  

The two co-owners grew up at the Jersey Shore. 

Mrs. Spinosa, née Devine, was born in November 1981 and lived in Spring Lake Heights, while 
attending St. Catharine School in Spring Lake.  

Mrs. Holloway, née Dickson, was born in January 1980 and grew up in Manasquan, where she 
attended Manasquan Elementary School. 

Mrs. Holloway and Mrs. Spinosa met at Manasquan High School when Mrs. Spinosa and Mrs. 
Holloway’s late brother, Trevor Dickson, dated.  

The two women graduated from Manasquan High School two years apart: Mrs. Holloway in 1998 
and Mrs. Spinosa in 2000.  

After high school, Mrs. Holloway attended three universities. 

“I was interested in fashion from high school but it seemed impractical at the time,” she said. 

Mrs. Holloway began her college career at the College of Charleston before transferring to the 
University of San Diego. Mrs. Holloway then transferred to the Fashion Institute of Technology 
[FIT], in New York, where she got her bachelor’s degree in fashion merchandising. 
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Before attending FIT, where she also earned a degree in fashion merchandising, Mrs. Spinosa 
attended Brookdale Community College for two years.  

Both graduated from FIT in 2004.  

After college, Mrs. Spinosa worked at American Public, a clothing company in New York City, for 
a few months before becoming a manager-in-training at the Free People store in Short Hills Mall in 
2006 until she left in December 2006 to start Waterlily. 

Mrs. Holloway also worked in New York City at Free People, a clothing boutique, but as a retail 
coordinator. She worked there until the end of 2006, when she left Free People to start Waterlily, 
she said. 

Mrs. Spinosa married her husband, Nick, in 2010, and Mrs. Holloway married her husband, Adam, 
in 2005. Mrs. Holloway has two children, Trevor, 4, and Finn, 2. 

The co-owners of Waterlily are happy the business has expanded so quickly, especially with the 
economy and retail environment, Mrs. Holloway said. 

As for the future of Waterlily, “We are constantly looking for ways to evolve the business,” with 
new products the customers have not seen before,” Mrs. Spinosa said.  

Waterlily has three locations, which generally operate with the same hours: Monday to Saturday, 10 
a.m. - 6 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.- 5 p.m. During the summer, Waterlily chooses to stay open until 8 
p.m. on select nights. The best way to see when it will be open late is to check the website, 
www.waterlilyshop.com or call 732-449-0912.  

	  


