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Brielle students recognized for academic
achievement
Luke LaValva named eighth-grade student achiever of the year
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — The board of education took time to recognize some of its most distinguished students at the April
30 meeting.

Those recognized were the sixth- through eighth-graders  who participated in this year’s Academic Team and
Technology Student Association [TSA] team, as well as the eighth-grade student achiever of the year, Luke
LaValva.

ACADEMIC TEAM

The academic team is an extra curricular academic competitive team that is offered for grades 6-8, with a
varying number of participants each year.

This year, there are 18 students on the team, each with a different specialty, that
compete in various competitions throughout the year, said Pamela Norman, Integrated
Curriculum [IC] teacher and coach for the Academic Team.

The team consists of eighth-graders Captain Audrey Mannion, Caroline Davidson, Luke
LaValva, Emily Brzozowski and Caroline Savage; seventh-graders Andrew Heinrichs,
Evan Smith, James Conte, Ashley Aloupis, Alexandra Herrmann, Finn Cuozzo, Owen
Butz, Aidan Lyons and Michael Muscato; and sixth-graders Shealyn Murphy, Michael
LaValva, Cameron Teza and Abby Sproul.

This year the team has already competed in eight competitions, some of which were
online and others in person.

The competitions have a wide range of topics, ranging from academic to pop culture, she said.

“The fun of the competition is you never know what the categories are going to be until you see them,” Ms.
Norman said, which is why the team needs to have students with varied knowledge.

This year, Ms. Norman said she thought the team did great as the students continually improved with each
competition.

In December 2013, which was when the first competition was held, the team did not do well, Ms. Norman said,
but “we really learned about mistakes,” and ended up placing first in the spring competition, which qualified
them for a national competition.

With the Academic Team, Ms. Norman said she hopes the students not only compete and win, but learn about
leadership skills and confidence.

“They have an opportunity to display and practice sportsmanship in an arena other than sports,” Ms. Norman
said, noting sports and academic competitions hold similar attributes.

The 3rd Annual Shore Challenge, the ninth and final competition of the year, will take place at Brielle
Elementary School on May 16, and is open to grades 5-8. Brielle Elementary School, Manasquan Elementary
School, H.W. Mountz School, Spring Lake Heights Elementary School, Sea Girt Elementary School, Belmar
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Elementary School and G. Harold Antrim Elementary School will be competing.

The Shore Challenge will be held from 3:15-6 p.m.

TSA TEAM

Like the academic team, the TSA team is also an extra curricular activity offered at the school, and consists of
seventh- and eighth-graders.

The seventh-grade students are Alex Herrmann, Liam Kenneally, James Conte, Ashley Aloupis and Katherine
Marriott.

The eighth-grade students are Audrey Mannion, Phoebe Mervine, Arianna Valdez, Emily Brozozowski, Annie
Butler, Emily Fuller, Harley Pilling, Carlie Butz, Gracie Herman, Corine Normandin, Emily Burtnick, Bella
Feldman, Ally Jones, Thomas Beaton, Abby Kinneally, Grace McNamara, Caitlin Regan, Tess Coyne, Harley Tice,
Grace Montalto, Caroline Lembo and Hannah DePaul.

There are 20-23 competitions available throughout the year, all of which are held at the College of New Jersey,
and range from essay writing to public speaking to web design to medical research, according to Matt Fallon,
IC teacher and TSA team advisor. Brielle Elementary participated in 13 of them.

According to Mr. Fallon, students placed at six of the competitions.

From the TSA team, Mr. Fallon said he believes the experience of competing against other students, as well as
“broadening their perception of what’s out there,” is what is important when it comes to the competitions.

“I think the team as a whole did very well,” Mr. Fallon said, noting the students often worked during lunch on
their projects. “This years there were 18 different schools, with over 450 students and the competition was
very high. So bringing home 6 trophies in 13 events was very good.”

STUDENT ACHIEVER OF THE YEAR

This year’s student achiever of the year is Luke LaValva, who was selected by a group of faculty members based
on criteria.

According to Superintendent Christine Carlson, the student achiever is based on academics, leadership,
character and school and community service, and Luke was selected because he embodies all of it.

She said Luke was a silent leader, had a commitment to the classroom and was humble, among other
attributes.

Luke “truly represents our school,” Mrs. Carlson said.

Ms. Norman, who coaches Luke in the academic team, agreed with Mrs. Carlson, saying after the meeting that
Luke is an “all around great representation of Brielle.”

“He’s the one that is very quiet, but when he speaks he is invariably right,” she said, noting he is the team’s
mathematician.

"I was very surprised when I found out that I was student achiever. There are many other people in my grade
who were perfectly capable of winning it, and I am very proud of myself for being the one that the teachers
selected,” Luke said.

Luke will be attending High Technology High School, in Lincroft, next year.
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