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School budget with slight increase
unanimously OK’d
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — The 2014-2015 school budget was approved unanimously at the April 30 board of education meeting,
with a 4.9-cent tax rate increase.

According to business administrator and board secretary Joan Saylor, the total school budget amount for
2014-2015 is $13,600,943. This is an increase of $175,534 over the 2013-2014 school budget, which totaled
$13,425,409.

Of the total operating budget, $12,800,400 will be raised through local taxation.

The district will be applying $2,416 from surplus to the 2014-2015 budget, leaving $252,000 in the account.

The tax rate for the 2014-2015 school year is 85.1 cents per $100 of assessed valuation, which is a 4.9-cent
increase over this year’s rate of 80.2 cents.

This means, for an averaged priced home in the borough, valued at $868,943, that
homeowner will pay $5,845 in taxes, which is an increase of $52.45 from this year.

The school district is expected to receive $430,068 in state aid and $152,559 in
federal aid.

Included in 2014-2015 budget is 100 new computers or tablets, funding for the new
literacy, science and world language programs, funding for teaching supplies,
professional development and transportation for field trips and extra curricular
activities. There will also be three new bathrooms, a security system, upgraded
carpeting in the media center and tile in the office area, which is being funded by the

maintenance reserve in the amount of $200,000.

According to Ms. Saylor, all the projects will be completed during the summer.

Next year, students will also be seeing fewer faculty members as the decrease in student enrollment has caused
a reduction in two classroom teachers and one speech pathologist [see related story, page one]. The school
psychologist position is being reduced from four days to three.

The next board of education meeting is slated for May 14 beginning at 7 p.m.
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