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Clark case settled for $900,000
St. Rose, McInerney and others ordered to
pay in wrongful death case
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A $900,000 settlement was recently reached for the
estate of Andrew Clark Jr., an 18-year-old former St. Rose
baseball player who was among several St. Rose students who
accused Bartholomew McInerney of subjecting them to sexual
and emotional assault.

Andrew, of Spring Lake Heights, died in 2008 after being struck
by a train. He had transfered to Manasquan High School,
where he was a junior at the time of his death.

The settlement, which is a result of consolidating the cases of
the Estate of Andrew Clark Jr. v. St. Rose High School, and
Farmers Insurance Company of Flemington v. McInerney, was
reached in mediation on March 31. The plaintiffs — the estate
of Andrew Clark and Jacqueline Dahrouge, Andrew’s mother —
allege that Andrew “took his own life due to emotional trauma
suffered at the hands of Defendant Bartholomew McInerney,”
according to a press release from the law firm of Gill &
Chamas, which represented the plaintiffs.

Mr. McInerney is a former St. Rose High School baseball coach
who was convicted in 2010 of multiple counts of child
endangerment after he had sexually explicit conversations
with baseball players. He had been sentenced to six years in
prison, but the conviction was overturned by the Appellate
Court.

However, a new criminal trial is
pending. Mr. McInerney will be retried in Middlesex County Superior Court.

According to Monmouth County Prosecutor’s Office public information officer Charles
Webster, the county prosecutor’s office is still prosecuting Mr. McInerney. The trial has
not begun yet, and no trial date has been scheduled, he said.

In the midst of the case, the family of Andrew filed the wrongful death lawsuit that
was settled recently.

According to the settlement, St. Rose High School and the Diocese of Trenton jointly
paid $475,000, Mr. McInerney paid $275,000 and defendant Mark D’Onofrio paid

$150,000 to the estate of Andrew Clark and Mrs. Dahrouge. Mr. D’Onofrio and Mr. McInerney paid via their
homeowner’s insurance, Farmers Mutual Insurance Company of Flemington and Selective Insurance of America,
respectively.

Mr. D’Onofrio was a defendant in the case because there was evidence that prior to Andrew’s death, he had
consumed alcoholic beverages at Mr. D’Onofrio’s residence, according to the press release.
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Eyewitness accounts contend that Andrew did not seem intoxicated when they last saw him the night he died,
according to the press release.

“This was never about the money. No amount of money could ever replace my son,” Mrs. Dahrouge said. “It
was to prove that St. Rose and, especially Dr. [Michele] Campbell who was the principal at the time, were
negligent, in my opinion, for letting Bart McInerney do what he did to my son that eventually caused his death
and torment to my family. They can claim whatever they want but this is how I feel.”

St. Rose High School Principal Sister Kathy Nace, who replaced Ms. Campbell, declined commenting.
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Jason jason → Posted: Thursday, May 08 at 06:10 PM

If not about the money than donate it to a charity against bullying. Or a charity for abused children
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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