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Brielle faces steep enrollment decline
Other area schools also facing projection
of fewer students
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Staff Report

BRIELLE — Over the past few years, enrollment at Brielle
Elementary School has been decreasing, causing several
positions to be eliminated next school year and raising
concerns for the superintendent.

According to Superintendent Christine Carlson, student
enrollment has been on the decline for several years.

In the 2010-2011 school year, Brielle Elementary had over 730
students, but that figure has decreased steadily, dipping to
below 600 this school year to 579 students, Mrs. Carlson said.

The school is expecting to have 546 students next year. That
figure, according to a demographic study released in February
2013, is expected to drop to 428 students in the 2017-2018
school year— a figure Mrs. Carlson said could “absolutely”
become a reality.

According to Ms. Carlson, in the past few years, Brielle
Elementary has lost 25-30 students annually, which she
attributes to the economy.

Prior to a school renovation in 2000, the district conducted a
demographic study that showed enrollment would be
increasing, which is why they planned accordingly with the
renovation, according to Ms. Carlson. The superintendent was
not in the district at the time of the renovation. The
renovation included a new cafeteria, new classrooms, science
labs and a band room, as well as renovations to the library.

But due to the climate of the economy over the past several
years, people are not having children or moving into the

neighborhood since Brielle is an
expensive town to live in. So, Ms. Carlson said, the families that raised their children
in Brielle are staying, and the community overall is aging. There are now fewer
families with school-aged children.

An average-priced home in the borough is $868,943.

Declining enrollment, she said, is not unique to Brielle, but can be seen on the county
and state level. It is especially seen in the younger grades.

According to the superintendent, the graduating eighth-grade classes in 2013 and
2014 had 80 and 83 students, respectively, whereas the incoming kindergarten class has 38 students.
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Brielle Elementary School is one of several local
schools predicting a decrease in enrollment in
coming years.
Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP

Star News Group (05.08.14): Brielle faces steep enrollment decline http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/05.08.14/brielle_face_0...

1 of 3 5/9/14 11:04 AM



“That’s a concern,” she said.

The effects of this trend can already be felt for some faculty members as two classroom teachers and one
speech pathologist position have been eliminated as a result of the decreased enrollment. It has also led to the
school psychologist position being reduced from four days to three.

Mrs. Carlson said eliminating these positions should save the district about $200,000 annually.

“This is the first time” positions have been cut due to the trend, Mrs. Carlson said.

Mrs. Carlson declined to say who the faculty members were. She said the faculty members affected know, but
the rest of the faculty does not know.

The names will become public after the May 14 board of education meeting, which is when the staff is
reappointed and new hires are completed, Mrs. Carlson said, noting there will be no new hires this year.

“I hate to see teachers losing jobs,” Mrs. Carlson said. “When you have decreased enrollment you won’t need
the amount of staff you have, so teachers you have now, three to four years [from now] may not be employed
because you don’t have the numbers here.”

Mrs. Carlson said the district currently has no plans to have tuition-based programs to offset the decreased
enrollment.

“But that could always change,” she said.

There are no other plans at this time to help offset the decreased enrollment, she said.

ENROLLMENT ON DECLINE ELSEWHERE, AS WELL

The Manasquan School District also recently completed a demographic study, which projects a decline in
enrollment at both the elementary school and high school.

The board of education last spring hired Whitehall Associates, based in Kinnelon, to complete the study. The
company projected the school district will see a decrease in its student population by 186 students, or about 11
percent of the total population, in the next five years.

Brielle is the largest sending district to Manasquan High School, with about 245 Brielle students currently
attending Manasquan High School.

Interim Superintendent Renae LaPrete said while declining enrollment is always on the minds of those in the
school’s administration, she believes the school district is doing everything it can to attract students to the
high school.

“We’re always concerned about declining enrollment,” Ms. LaPrete said. “We’re always trying to find ways to
increase enrollment.”

Should Brielle’s projected decline in enrollment begin to impact the high school, as the decline in enrollment
would mean a decline in tuition revenue, Ms. LaPrete said it could mean “less staff, in some cases.”

Ms. LaPrete said while demographic studies may be projecting a decline in enrollment, she said they are just
that — projections.

“You really don’t know, it’s a projection,” Ms. LaPrete said.

The Wall Township School District conducted a demographic study in 2011 that also predicted student
enrollment would be on a steady decline.

The study, done by Middletown-based T & M Associates, predicted a 479-student decline in enrollment in the
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following five years, and an additional decline of 249 students in years six through 10 of the study.

According to the student enrollment growth chart that is part of the 2014-2015 budget presentation, student
enrollment in Wall has declined from 4,089 students in 2011 to 3,786 students in 2014.

Interim Superintendent Stephanie Bilenker could not be reached for comment by press time.

At Sea Girt Elementary School, Superintendent Dineen Seeley said the Sea Girt School District’s enrollment over
the last five years “has been consistent.”

The school district has not recently conducted a demographic study, Mrs. Seeley said.

According to Sea Girt Elementary School, the school district’s 2014-2015 school budget supports the education
of 230 students in grades pre-kindergarten through 12.

There are 167 elementary school students, 38 Manasquan High School students, 15 vocational high school
students and 10 out-of-district students.

Like Sea Girt, Belmar Elementary School has had “pretty steady” enrollment, said Superintendent David
Hallman.

The Belmar School District has not conducted a demographic study recently, Mr. Hallman said.

In contrast, the Bradley Beach School District, a one-school district, is seeing a “slight, steady increase” in
enrollment over the next years, based the demographic study prepared by Whitehall Associates last May,
Superintendent Joseph Majka stated.

The report states total school population is expected to increase by 24 students, or 8.54 percent, in the next
five years.

In the 2010-2011 school year, enrollment was 290 at Bradley Beach Elementary School. Projected total school
enrollment for the 2017-2018 school year is 308 students.
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Briellebabe → Posted: Friday, May 09 at 10:57 AM

Brielle is an expensive town to live in because of the extremely high school taxes and debt service for a big school to
house only 428 students in the near future. Perhaps, Mrs. Carlson is also upset that the lower enrollment means a
lower salary for the superintendent based on the new payment scale. By the way, how much are taxpayers paying
her currently? It should have been included in the article.
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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