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Boro gives free beach access to military,
safety personnel
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar will, once again, provide free beach access this summer to first responders, law enforcement
and military personnel.

Two resolutions authorizing the free access were passed during the May 1 meeting. The resolution authorizing
free beach access to active first responders and law enforcement members throughout the country was
approved 3-1, with Councilman Jim Bean as the sole no vote. The other resolution authorizing free beach
access to active military personnel and N.J. National Guard members and their families was approved
unanimously.

According to Belmar ordinance, free admission or special admission at discount prices may be given to
“concessionaires or program organizers and their employees providing services to the public on the beach or for
participants or spectators at special beach events, programs or promotions.”

The borough will be creating a special program for the 2013 season to provide beach access to these people.

While Councilman Bean said it is a good idea to give access to first responders and law enforcement, he does
not feel the borough is able to do it in accordance with state and local laws.

The councilman said while he does not agree with state law about beach access, “it
does not mean I can just throw away the rules.”

As for local law, Councilman Bean said the law allows for beach access for special
events, programs and promotions, and the councilman believes this does not fall
under any of these.

“I don’t see anywhere where because we really, really like people and we think they
do a great job, we’re allowed to just give them free beach access,” he said.

Following the vote, Councilwoman Claire Deicke asked for borough attorney Michael
DuPont’s opinion on the matter, in which he replied, “I think you’re able to do this.”

In the past, free beach access was provided to first responders in Monmouth County and active military
personnel and their families, Mayor Matt Doherty said. This year will be a little different as the program will
extend to all law enforcement and first responders throughout the country since the borough had tremendous
support from them in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, the mayor said.

The resolutions authorize free daily badges for these people as long as they provide valid identification cards.
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