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Contest judges announce the young winners
of Belmar Idol
By Haley Behre

BELAMR — The judge’s votes are in, and the 2013 Belmar Idol has been selected.

On Friday, May 3, 26 finalists competed at the Belmar Elementary School to be the next Belmar Idol. The
competitors were from Belmar, Neptune City, Sea Girt, Spring Lake, Lake Como and Wall Township. Each
performed for three minutes.

First place in the kindergarten to second-grade category went to Sharleen Polman, 7, Belmar, for singing “The
Show.” Second place winner in this age group was Kayla Kirk 7, of Belmar, for singing “Girls Just Want to Have
Fun.”

In the third- to fifth-grade category, first place was awarded to Ashleigh Sharp, 11, Belmar, for singing “The
Way I Am” and second place went to Autumn Siliato, 11, Wall, for singing “Angel.”

Finally, in the sixth- to eighth-grade category, the first place winner was Erin McEvoy, 13, Neptune City, for
singing “Can’t Help Falling in Love” and Shayla Keefe, 12, Belmar earned second place in the category for
singing “The Climb.”

Judges for the competition were renowned Jersey Shore singer/songwriter Lindsey
Miller, H.W. Mountz Chorus Director Jennifer Penrod, and Kerry McNulty, Chorus
Director at Belmar Elementary School.

The winners received prizes of gift certificates and merchandise donated by several
Belmar merchants.

Tom Brennan, band director at the elementary school and organizer of the contest,
said this year’s Belmar Idol was an amazing show.

“I have to thank our judges for doing so well with the difficult job of selecting the
winners,” he said.

“These kids really have some awesome talent,” he continued.

The $1,400 raised from the event went to the Belmar Elementary Eagle Band program.

Mr. Brennan said the money will be used to fund the band's participation at the High Note Festival Adjudication
and the day at Six Flags Great Adventure that follows the performance.

For more information about the Belmar Idol contest, contact Tom Brennan at 732-829-4433 or
brennan@belmar.k12.nj.us.
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