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Birdsall looking to sell to California-based
firm
By Haley Behre

TRENTON — Birdsall Services Group [BSG] — a local engineering firm whose top officials are in the middle of an
alleged pay-to-play scheme, and is currently facing bankruptcy — has signed a letter of intent with a
California-based firm that wishes to purchase the company for $5.6 million, according to court documents.

According to Edwin Stier, BSG’s trustee, BSG was initially in negotiations with Bowman Consulting, of Virginia,
but “ran into an issue that led me to conclude I needed to move to another candidate.” Mr. Stier would not
comment further on what the issue was.

That other candidate was Partner Engineering and Science, based in California, which is the company BSG
signed a letter of intent with. Partner Engineering and Science has 23 regional offices, including offices in
Ramsey and Red Bank.

The trustee filed the paperwork with the U.S. Bankruptcy for the District of New Jersey on Friday.

According to court documents, BSG’s assets, including client and project files and records, accounts receivable,
works in progress and all trademarks, logos, trade names, business names, domain names and patents will be
sold to Partner Engineering and Science for an initial payment of $5.6 million.

BSG will receive an additional payment based on upcoming business which will not be
less than $500,000 but no more than $2.5 million. The final payment would be 50
percent of accounts receivable collected over the 12 months following closing, which
will be in excess of $10 million.

The company “has also expressed its intention to offer employment to as many of the
Debtors’ personnel as reasonably possible,” according to court documents. The debtor
is BSG.

Partner Engineering and Science is “a company very similar to Birdsall and will be very
well received by the Debtors’ employees and customers,” according to court

documents.

“The fit for Birdsall employees was extremely important to me,” Mr. Stier said. “It wasn’t just a matter of
price.”

Partner Engineering and Science is the “stalking horse” in the bidding process, which means its contract will be
circulated within the industry to attract other bidders. An auction will be held, at which time bidding will take
place, with the best bid being the one who wins the auction and buys BSG’s assets.

A representative from Partner Engineering and Science could not be reached for comment.

Mr. Stier said he does not believe the BSG name will be used once it is purchased.

“It’s so tainted that I just can’t imagine that anybody would use it,” he said.
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A hearing on the sale and its scheduling has been scheduled at 2 p.m. on May 15.

The auction of BSG’s assets is expected to be held on June 4, with a hearing to be held the next day, on June 5,
at the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey to confirm the results of the auction.
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