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Woman’s Club raises $1,600 for its
charitable endeavors
At its annual gift auction and luncheon
held last Friday
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Woman’s Club [BWC] held its annual
luncheon and gift auction on Friday, May 3, where they raised
over $1,600 for club endeavors.

“We did very, very nicely,” said Francine Forte, BWC chairman
of fundraising.

During the event, Spring Lake Heights resident Donna Van
DenBosch-Flynn spoke about her battle with breast cancer and
her effort to raise awareness about the cause.

Ms. Van DenBosch-Flynn is a 35-year breast cancer survivor
who is committed to enhancing awareness about the issue.

For the past 25 years she has been an active volunteer with
the American Cancer Society, serving on the county, state and
national level as a coordinator for the society’s Reach to
Recovery program and Look Good Feel Better program, she
said.

The Reach to Recovery program provides a space for breast
cancer survivors to talk with people coping with their own
breast cancer experience.

According to Ms. Van DenBosch-Flynn, she introduced the Look
Good Feel Better Program to New Jersey through a pilot
program in Edison in the early 1990s.

The Look Good Feel Better program
is “dedicated to improving the self-esteem and quality of life of people undergoing
treatment for cancer. It is our aim to improve their self-image and appearance
through complimentary group, individual and self-help beauty sessions that create a
sense of support, confidence, courage and community,” according to the website,
lookgoodfeelbetter.org.

Ms. Van Denbosch-Flynn was motivating and inspiring to everyone, Mrs. Forte said.

The whole event “was excellent,” Mrs. Forte said. “It really was very,very positive
and excellent.”

The event raised over $1,600 for the BWC, which will go towards the club’s annual scholarships for Belmar
students graduating high school and to help continue the club’s charitable endeavors.

During the luncheon, the BWC installed a new member, Spring Lake Heights resident Arlene Collard.
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Belmar resident Maria Boccia, Belmar Woman’s
Club [BWC] corresponding secretary [back, from
left], Lanoka Harbor resident Nancy Fortin, New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs shore
district vice president, Mary Anne Dilberger,
BWC recording secretary, Arlene Collard, of
Spring Lake Heights and a new BWC member,
Wall resident Barbara Wisschel [front, from
left], BWC first vice president, and Belmar
resident Rita Lane, BWC director, were among
those at the BWC annual luncheon and gift
auction last Friday. Ms. Collard was installed
into the woman’s club during the event. Photo
by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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The BWC will be hosting a card party at 11:30 a.m. on May 10 and 17 at Brandl, in the Belmar Plaza.
Sandwiches, desserts, tea and coffee will be served. A donation of $8 will assist the club in carrying out its
endeavors.
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