
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Councilman files ethics complaint against
mayor
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Councilman Jim Bean recently filed an ethics complaint with the state Department of Community
Affairs, alleging Mayor Matt Doherty violated a law when Belmar hired Florida-based AshBritt and
Branchburg-based Ferreira Construction to do debris cleanup after Hurricane Sandy.

Ever since Belmar hired AshBritt and Ferreira Construction for debris cleanup soon after Hurricane Sandy hit,
questions have surrounded that decision since Mayor Doherty’s wife, Maggie Moran, has ties to both companies.

Mrs. Moran is the president and chief executive officer of M Public Affairs, which was retained by Conti Group
to conduct an “education campaign” regarding the state contract with AshBritt that the Christie Administration
implemented, she said, noting AshBritt partnered with Conti Group.

Mrs. Moran said Ferreira Construction is a client of M Public Affairs and M Public Affairs focuses on increasing
the company’s opportunities in New York state only.

It is because of those ties, and the borough’s decision to hire those two companies, that Councilman Bean filed
an ethics complaint.

The councilman believes the mayor violated the Local Ethics Government Law,
specifically “no local government official or employee or member of his immediate
family shall have an interest in a business organization or engage in any business,
transaction, or professional activity which is in substantial conflict with the proper
discharge of his duties in the public interest.”

Mayor Doherty and his wife have both attempted to “appear disinterested or
voluntarily excluded from the decision make process regarding the AshBritt no-bid
contract,” the ethics complaint stated, however, both were included on an email
dated Nov. 7, 2012, making them aware the borough was moving forward with the
contract.

“As a duly elected member of the Borough Council of Belmar, it is my duty to ensure that the decisions made
by the local government officials or employees do not violate the ethics law and expose the municipal
taxpayers to potential liability,” Councilman Bean wrote in the ethics complaint.

The complaint continued by stating Mayor Doherty and his wife hold influence over local government officials.

“Because of their influence, it is my fear that taxpayers in Belmar, who suffered incredible losses as a result of
Sandy, may not be getting the best deal for their cleanup dollars,” the complaint stated.

Mayor Doherty said “it’s unfortunate he wants to waste his time with baseless, false accusations.”

The mayor said he is concerned with the town’s recovery post-Sandy and the other issues in town, such as the
ongoing water problem.

“I’m not going to get distracted by Councilman Bean’s political nonsense,” he said.
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