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Sandy Ground Project fundraiser slated for
May 11 in the borough
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The state Fireman’s Benevolent Association [FMBA] will be hosting a fundraiser this Saturday for
the playgrounds that will be built in honor of one of the Sandy Hook Elementary School victims — one of which
will be located in Belmar.

The Sandy Ground Project: Where Angels Play, was started by the state Fireman’s Benevolent Association
[FMBA], with the goal of creating 26 playgrounds in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut to honor the 26
students and faculty members of Sandy Hook Elementary School who were killed on Dec. 14 in Newtown, Conn.
by a lone-gunman. The playgrounds will also serve as a way to restore the East Coast after it was ravaged by
Hurricane Sandy.

According to the project’s website, www.thesandygroundproject.org, these playgrounds are intended to
“provide a symbol of hope, recovery and a return to normalcy. A gift to our youth in an effort to enhance and
sustain their precious childhood.”

One of these playgrounds will be built in Belmar at the elementary school for local children to enjoy.

According to Bill Lavin, FMBA president, each playground will cost about $80,000, with the whole project
costing about $2.5 million.

To help raise money for the playgrounds, the FMBA will be hosting a fundraiser on May
11 at Bar Anticipation.

According to Mary Kate Lavin, FMBA secretary, two of the 26 playgrounds have been
completed, and an additional seven or eight of them have been fully or partially
funded.

About $20,000 has been raised for the Belmar playground, she said.

“It’s just the perfect memorial for something tragic happening to a child,” Ms. Lavin
said. “Give a gift back of allowing hundreds of kids to play in communities that were

destroyed by Hurricane Sandy.”

Ms. Lavin said the FMBA has not decided who the playground in Belmar will be dedicated to, yet.

The event will take place from 12-4 p.m. at Bar Anticipation, on 16th Avenue.

It costs $26 per person in advance or at the door. To be a sponsor costs $260 or $2,600 for an event sponsor. All
ages are welcome.

For more information visit www.thesandygroundproject.org.
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