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Boro asks federal government to cover cost
of raising homes
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The governing body unanimously passed a resolution at its Tuesday night meeting requesting the
federal government reimburse area residents for the entire cost of raising their homes to comply with the new
advisory base flood elevations [ABFE].

Late last year, the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] released ABFE maps, which Gov. Chris
Christie adopted earlier this year as the rebuilding standard in New Jersey.

There were 179 homes in Lake Como in the flood zone prior to the release of the ABFE maps, according to
Mayor Mike Ryan. That number has not changed significantly with the new maps as the flood zone did not
expand much, he said.

Residents around Lake Como live in zone A, which is an area prone to storm surge flooding, but is not subject
to much wave action. Prior to the ABFE maps, Lake Como had two elevations, 8 and 9 feet, depending where
on the lake a house sat.

Lake Como now has one elevation on the ABFE map, which is 11 feet, and the area in the zone has slightly
expanded.

Houses that sustained “substantial damage” during Hurricane Sandy will have to be
brought up to code. Substantial damage means a house whose damage equates to 50
percent or more of the building’s pre-damage market value.

According to Louise Mekosh, borough administrator, FEMA is advising residents in zone
A to comply with the maps for insurance reasons.

“The substantial damage list is pretty consistent with people in the A zone,” Ms.
Mekosh said, noting close to 40 homes in the zone are substantially damaged.

In the long run, homeowners who have flood insurance need to comply with the maps
in order to make the flood insurance payments less costly, said Christopher McKniff, FEMA public information
officer for Monmouth County.

To help comply, FEMA has a Increased Cost of Compliance program, which could provide $30,000 toward the
cost of raising a home. That program is for those who have flood insurance, are in the flood zone and whose
house was substantially damaged.

The borough feels that is not enough.

According to the resolution, “the financial impact of the cost of raising home to comply with the new standards
is severe and the $30,000 benefit from the Increased Cost of Compliance Program is insufficient to reimburse
the residents.”

In order to lessen the financial burden of raising their home, the governing body passed this resolution asking
the federal government to reimburse the complete cost of raising homes in the borough to comply to the maps.

A copy of this resolution is being forwarded to President Barack Obama, Sen. Frank Lautenberg [D-NJ], Sen.
Robert Menendez [D-NJ], Congressman Frank Pallone [D-6], FEMA and all municipalities in Monmouth County.
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