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Autism fundraiser rocks D’Jais Bar & Grill
opening day
Raises funds for annual Surfer’s Healing
Camp at end of summer
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — D’Jais Bar & Grill’s opening day was one of fun,
drinks and camaraderie, all while raising money for a good
cause: the Surfer’s Healing Camp.

Surfers Healing, a nonprofit dedicated to enriching the lives of
autistic children through surfing, was founded by Danielle and
Israel Paskowitz, whose son, Isaiah, was diagnosed with autism
when he was 3. After realizing how much the ocean and
surfing impacted their child, Mr. and Mrs. Paskowitz decided to
host surf camps around the country to expose autistic children
to surfing.

Each year the Belmar First Aid Squad co-sponsors Rock for
Autism with D’Jais Bar & Grill to raise funds for the event,
which is a two-day event at the end of the summer.

“There’s no better cause than kids I think,” said Fran Hines,
director of emergency medical services. Mr. Hines has a
15-year-old autistic son, Colton.

The event went very well, with about 900 people attending,
raising about $7,500, he said.
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Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty [from left], Fran
Hines, director of emergency medical services
and event coordinator, Councilwoman Jennifer
Nicolay and Councilman Brian Magovern were
among those at the Rock for Autism event this
past Friday at D’Jais Bar and Grill. Rock for
Autism event raised funds for the annual surfing
camp, which is a two day event that teaches
autistic children how to surf. Photo by SUEANNE
GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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