
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Brielle

Borough listens to area residents, ceases
mulch site at Brielle Beach
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Upon the request of borough residents, the
municipality has ceased storing mulch at the Brielle Beach,
according to Mayor Thomas Nicol.

According to Mayor Nicol, the borough has been storing brush
there since the late 1980s on and off, and began turning
branches and leaves into mulch as a result of Hurricane Sandy.
This site, located on East Magnolia Avenue, was meant to be
temporary.

“We found it to be a rather economical way, in a green way, to
recycle branches, leaves and stuff and turn it into mulch” that
was given for free to borough residents upon request, the
mayor said.

Prior to Hurricane Sandy, the borough used to truck the brush
and debris to facilities that would charge fees for tipping, fuel
to power the trucks and payment to the truck driver, the
mayor said.

By having the site, it has saved borough taxpayers about
$250,000 since the storm, he said.

The site is also home to canoe and kayak racks and a police
gym, according to Mayor Nicol.

The site has access to the water.

While this has been economical for the town, residents living in the area, which is to
the east of the railroad tracks, have found the process disruptive to their way of
living, and came out to voice their concerns during Monday night’s council meeting.

Terri LaPoint, who lives on Fisk Avenue, said residents were told the site would be
there for one year after Hurricane Sandy.

“That’s a dump,” she said, noting she can smell the mulch and hear the trucks
coming.

As for saving taxpayers money, Ms. LaPoint said after the meeting, “it was saving the town money with this
neighborhood basically paying for that.”

Ms. LaPoint asked what happened to the park that was proposed for that location, and the grant intended to
fund it.

Thomas Nolan, borough administrator, said the borough has no record of receiving a $55,000 grant, which is
what residents cited as the grant that would fund the park.

The borough did receive $29,000 in funding from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection to
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After residents near Brielle Beach expressed
concerns about their quality of life due to the
mulch site at Monday night’s council meeting,
the borough took action and removed loads of
mulch from the site and swept the street.
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remediate waterfront access that is not being funded by developers, the borough administrator said, noting the
funds were designated for the board of recreation.

The money was given in two installments, one in 2008 and one in 2011.

Mr. Nolan said the board of recreation had a concept plan in place in 2008 that would create a play area at that
site, but it has not been built and the money has not been spent.

The project was the brain child of Marty Quigley, who was a member of the board of recreation who died a few
years ago, Mr. Nolan said.

John Devereux, chairman of Brielle Recreation, said, “We haven’t moved forward with the project since
Hurricane Sandy. We should relook at that area to see what improvements can be made with that money.”

Richard Curry, of Magnolia Avenue, also voiced his opinion about the site.

“I thought I had a very nice, private and safe street that I moved into about four or five years ago,” but there
are several things, including the mulching, that makes him believe he made a

“big mistake” in purchasing his home, he said.

Mr. Curry said he moved from Point Pleasant Beach because he thought he was getting a “quiet, peaceful street
to live on with very little traffic, if any.”

But, now he is waking up to the sound of dumpsters or trucks, and when the wind is blowing the smell is
“horrific,” he said. Mud also gets dragged into the street, he said.

Mr. Curry said he has animals and his grandchildren live with him, so “I fear for their safety if they’re going to
be out in the street” because the volume of traffic is more than when he moved in.

After the meeting, Mayor Nicol said he made the decision to listen to the residents and stop the operation and
clean up the site.

“It’s become more than just a place to put leaves. It’s become a construction site,” Mr. Curry said.

“We have ceased at the East Magnolia location,” which is where the Brielle Beach is located, as the town
empathizes with its residents, Mayor Nicol said.

Since the meeting, Mayor Nicol said “99.99 percent” of the mulch has been removed from the site.

The borough may put more vegetative matter at the site to store it, but it will not be turned into mulch now at
the site.

That does not mean that in the future if another “catastrophic” event happens that the site will not be used
for the same purpose, though, the mayor said.

According to Mayor Nicol, the town currently has alternative sites, such as the Green Acres Park, located across
from Brielle Elementary School, and the borough yard that both currently stores vegetative matter.

The plan will be to have rotating sites that will store vegetative matter that will be turned into mulch, but
where it will be turned into mulch is unknown, Mayor Nicol said, noting the town is favoring the borough yard.

Ms. LaPoint said she and the neighborhood hope it is true, and that the area will no longer be used as a place to
convert vegetative matter into mulch.

“Brielle’s a beautiful town and we just want to keep it that way,” she said.

Mr. Curry said on Tuesday, “quite frankly they made a very nice gesture on having the street swept this
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morning,” but “that’s only today.”

The mayor said he intends to explain the existing plan at the next council meeting, which is on June 23.
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