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McWilliams, Stewart honored for their
service
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — The governing body took time to honor two
longtime police officers who retired from the force, at their
meeting on Monday evening.

The two officers recognized were former Sgt. Thomas
McWilliams and Detective Sgt. James Stewart.

“They have been a huge asset to the Borough of Brielle and
will be greatly missed,” Councilman Frank Garruzzo, who
chairs the public safety committee, said.

Police Chief Michael Palmer said “what’s big to me is legacy
and I think the leadership that both of these sergeants [have]
shown in this police department throughout the years is
paramount in where we are today.”

Each retired officer received a shadow box during the
meeting.

THOMAS MCWILLIAMS

Mr. McWilliams spent his entire law enforcement career as part
of the Brielle Police Department. He retired in April 2014 as a
sergeant.

Mr. McWilliams began working in the
department in 1989 as a police officer, and was promoted to a sergeant in the early
2000s.

While in the department, Mr. McWilliams was Brielle’s first DARE [Drug Abuse
Resistance Education] officer, firearms instructor, range master and started the Drug
Alliance, which is now called the Community Alliance.

“It was nice to be recognized,” Mr. McWilliams said.

During his tenure, Mr. McWilliams said “it was eventful, but enjoyable,” and that he
misses his colleagues the most.

Mr. McWilliams, of Brielle, said retiring has given him the opportunity to spend more time with his wife, Joann,
and their three children, Samantha, 23, Nicholas, 21, and Noah, 18.

He has also started a property management company, Tom McWilliams and Sons, based in Brielle.

JAME STEWART

Mr. Stewart began his career in Brielle in 1988 as a patrol officer, and was promoted to sergeant in 1998. He
retired in Oct. 2013 as a detective sergeant.
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Brielle Police Chief Michael Palmer [left] and
Councilman Frank Garruzzo [right] were among
those at Monday’s council meeting who honored
Thomas Williams [second from left] and James
Stewart, two longtime police officers who
recently retired. They each received a shadow
box at the meeting. Photo by HALEY BEHRE,
STAR NEWS GROUP
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During his career, Mr. Stewart was team leader for the FBI /Monmouth County Prosecutor's Office Joint
Terrorism Taskforce, a certified FBI hostage negotiator, certified firearms instructor, expert marksmen and
team leader on the special emergency response team.

Upon retiring, Mr. Stewart started a business, Shore Secure NJ, a personal home and property management
business.

“I thought it was terrific,” Mr. Stewart said about being honored.

Over his tenure at the Brielle Police Department, Mr. Stewart said “it was a demanding job, but it was very
rewarding.”

One of the things he will remember most are the “great residents” he served and the friends he made.

He resides in Manasquan with his wife, Virginia, and three sons, Eric, 22, Andrew, 20, and William, 17.
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