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Four to face off for three open board of
education seats
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Three incumbents and one former member will vie for the three open seats on the board of
education in the November election.

The open seats are that of board president Cherie Adams and board members Aileen Fahy and Jean Folker, all
of whom have chosen to seek re-election. The open seats all carry full, three-year terms.

Karen Barry, a former board member, is also seeking to solidify one of the seats.

CHERIE ADAMS

Ms. Adams, 55, lives on 12th Avenue.

She attended attended Rider College, now Rider University, in Lawrenceville, where
she received her bachelor of arts degree in economics and political science. She then
went on to get her juris doctorate degree from Georgetown University Law school.

Ms. Adams is a founding member of Adams, Stern, Gutierrez & Lattiboudere, in
Newark, and provides counseling on a variety of education and employment-related
matters.

Ms. Adams has served on the board of education since 1998.

She is seeking another term because “my career is in this field and I am very committed to public education,
and I feel this is a way to give back,” she said.

JEAN FOLKER

Ms. Folker resides on 13th Avenue with her 14-year-old daughter Krysta.

Ms. Folker attended Keene State College, in Keene, N.H., and Fairleigh Dickinson University, in Teaneck, as an
undergraduate, but did not graduate from either.

She is self-employed in sales and marketing.

She is seeking her fourth term on the board.

Ms. Folker said she is seeking a fourth term because she “wants to see through what we started,” like the
strategic plan. The strategic plan is a five-year initiative that allows teachers, parents, administration and
community to work collaboratively to envision the future and identify the necessary steps to reach that vision
for the school.

Since she began on the board, Ms. Folker said she has enjoyed it and a lot of progress has been made. However,
there are “still things left to be done.”

AILEEN FAHY

Mrs. Fahy, 43, lives with her husband, Thomas, and their children, Brigid, 13, Thomas, 9, and Julia, 6, on River
Avenue.
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She earned a bachelor of arts degree in English from Iona College, in New Rochelle, N.Y.

She currently works at Prudential Zack Shore Properties, in Sea Girt, as a Realtor associate.

Ms. Fahy was elected to the board in November 2012 to fill the one-year, unexpired term of Dennis Lepore.

Mrs. Fahy said she is seeking re-election because the board works well together and she would like to continue
the work the members are doing.

“I enjoy staying very much in touch with the school where my three children attend,” she said.

She added that she understands what is important to the school district from various perspectives since she
knows people in the borough whose children do not go to the school.

KAREN BARRY

Mrs. Barry, 44, lives with her husband, William, and their children, Devin, 13, and Brady, 10, on 10th Avenue.

She earned her bachelor of science degree in education, with a major in English, from The State University of
New York — New Paltz, in New Paltz, N.Y. She then graduated with a master’s degree in reading specialization
from the school. Mrs. Barry then completed 30 graduate credits from the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts,
in North Adams, Mass., in school administration to get her administrative certificate so she could be a
principal.

Mrs. Barry has been working in the education field for 21 years and is currently the principal at Millstone
Township Middle School.

She is a former board member who joined the board in 2011 to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Lepore. Last year,
she chose to seek a full, three-year term, but lost.

Mrs. Barry is looking to be elected so she can be part of the educational community in Belmar, she said.

“The education of my children is extremely important to me and being able to serve on the board gives me a
chance to play an integral role in my community,” Mrs. Barry said. “My hopes, if elected, are that I get to be a
part of the positive changes that were outlined in the Strategic Plan.”
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