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Regulations for bonfires amended
Includes limiting the number of bonfires permitted per week
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After nearly one year of putting the issue to rest, the governing body has made amendments to the
bonfire regulations in town.

In August 2012, two council members and a resident raised concerns about the impact the bonfires were having
on the Second Avenue beach, which is the area designated for bonfires in town.

The borough regulation currently states that bonfires can only be started at the designated spot along the
beachfront, the Second Avenue beach, with a permit given by the borough fire marshal, John Rizzitello.

Bonfires are allowed year round, are not permitted to burn more than three hours and are only permitted
between 6-10 p.m.

With the concerns about the bonfire, the borough decided to issue a moratorium on them for a two and
one-half month time period, which ended in September 2012.

At that time, the moratorium was lifted and the governing body decided to send the
issue to the special events committee for further review.

After reviewing the issue, the special events committee came up with several
recommendations for the bonfire regulations, which were discussed at the June 5
council meeting. The most significant change is that the bonfires have been limited to
one per week, with the week running from Monday to Sunday.

Councilman Brian Magovern, one of the council members who had raised concerns last
year, was happy with the other recommendations, but wanted to add one more: only
holding bonfires from Oct. 1 to May 15 and not allowing bonfires during the summer

months.

“I don’t think people have a right to have a bonfire. It’s a privilege, and I think we should be the ones to
determine when they’re held,” he said.

Mayor Matt Doherty said he had to “respectfully disagree” with Councilman Magovern as the most popular time
to have a bonfire is during the summer months.

He said the bonfires got out of hand last summer because there were so many of them, both authorized and
unauthorized, but the recommendations address these issues.

The mayor said certain organizations hold bonfires at the beach annually, such as St. Rose High School.

Councilman Magovern said he does not believe the high school bonfire is a good idea.

“High school students attract other high school students,” he said, noting he does not think it would be good
for the neighborhood where the bonfire takes place.

The high school has athletic fields in Wall Township and the councilman said that would be an ideal place to
have the bonfire.

“I think we’re just asking for trouble if we have a high school bonfire,” Councilman Magovern said. He added
later that he is afraid of people, such as the high school students, going into the water without lifeguards on
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duty.

Council President Claire Deicke agreed with Councilman Magovern, saying there should be a time frame when
bonfires are allowed.

“I think everyone likes a clean beach,” she said, noting she thinks of bonfires in the winter with hot chocolate
and marshmallows.

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay and Councilman Jim Bean both have no problem with bonfires in the summer,
they said.

The recommendations are now part of the bonfire regulations, and the council decided to possibly review the
issue again once the summer season is over.

If the council chooses to review the issue once again, Councilman Magovern said he would like to entertain the
idea of a town bonfire, where the municipality can control it.
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