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Belmar Elementary students pay forward
acts of kindness
Fourth, fifth grade classes earned most shells for their acts of kindness
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — For the past several weeks, Belmar Elementary students have been paying forward all the acts of
kindness displayed to them over the past school year.

Lisa Hannah, assistant principal, said the school chose Acts of Kindness as this year’s focus because of the
impact of others’ acts of kindness toward them in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.

As part of Acts of Kindness, Belmar Elementary students got the opportunity to earn shells — one shell for each
kind act displayed. The pre-K to fourth-grade class and the fifth- to eighth-grade class with the most shells
would receive a prize.

“People from all over the country showed support to us while recovering from Superstorm Sandy,” said Jennifer
Cozzarelli, the school’s guidance counselor. “We wanted to show our gratitude by paying their kindness forward
to others.”

The winners were recently announced, with Helene Wolson’s fourth-grade class winning in the pre-kindergarten
to fourth-grade grouping with 86 shells, and Jacqueline Dahrouge’s pre-k class was the runner up with 79 shells.
Susan Smith’s fifth-grade class won in the fifth to eighth-grade grouping with 65 shells, and Karen Dana’s
special education class was the runner up with 48 shells, Ms. Cozzarelli said.

All together, the students earned 1,095 shells, she said.

According to Ms. Cozzarelli, Ms. Wolson’s class will be purchasing a game center for
her classroom as their prize, and Ms. Smith’s class will be having a Surf Taco party as
their prize. The runners up will both be receiving doughnuts and juice, she said.
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