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Ryan to be inducted into Dem. hall of fame
Recently became a Democratic State Committeeman
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Mayor Mike Ryan will be inducted to the Monmouth County Democrats Hall of Fame for his many
years of service to the political party, today.

ABOUT MAYOR RYAN

Mayor Ryan was born and raised in Sacramento, Calif. He attended American River College, in Sacramento,
Calif., and in 1968 he entered the U.S. Army. Upon returning from the Army he attended the California State
University, Sacramento in Sacramento, Calif.

During college, the mayor worked for the State of California Office of State Printing. There, he became
involved in politics and the labor movement. After several years, Mayor Ryan left his position and went to work
for Pacific Telephone, and was later appointed as a union organizer with Communications Workers of America
[CWA] Local 9421.

The mayor then went on to win election as the secretary treasurer with CWA 9421,
and was appointed to their legislative political director position in the mid 1980s.

In the early 1980s, Mayor Ryan was appointed by Democratic Sen. Al Rodda to the
Sacramento County Political Reform Commission where he served as a commissioner
for several years. He was involved in the Democratic Party serving on the Sacramento
County Democratic Committee and the California Democratic State Committee.
During those years, the mayor remained a member of the California Democratic Labor
Caucus.

In 1990, Mayor Ryan married Marlene Brown, of Wall, and moved to New Jersey. His
wife introduced him to Democratic politics in New Jersey.

In New Jersey, Mayor Ryan volunteered in Democratic campaigns in Vineland and Trenton, volunteered for the
Monmouth and Ocean Central Labor Council and became involved with the Monmouth County Democrats.

In 1993, Mayor Ryan ran for the South Belmar Council with Joseph Quinn, Esq., and won the election.

After serving three terms on council and many years as council president, Mayor Ryan ran for mayor in the late
1990s, but was defeated.

In 2005, Mayor Ryan ran for mayor again, and won. He is now in his second term as mayor.

Mayor Ryan served as president of the South Belmar Democratic Club from 1994 to 2003, and has served as
Democratic Municipal Chairman of South Belmar and Lake Como since 1997.

The mayor is employed by Dimensional Management Corporation as an account representative and is the
secretary treasurer of the Monmouth and Ocean counties Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO. He serves as a
volunteer for the Camp Zehnder YMCA, in Wall, and is an usher at St. Rose Church, in Belmar.

Recently, Mayor Ryan added a new item to his resume: Democratic State Committeeman. He was on the ballot
in the primary election for position, and received 6,457 votes, which was the most out of all four on the ballot.
The election was held on June 4.

He is now a Democratic State Committeeman.
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The mayor said he is pleased with the voter turnout and is pleased to have received the most votes.

“I guess it shows that some people are watching what some people are doing,” he said.

HALL OF FAME

Vin Gopal, Monmouth County Democratic Party Chairman, said Mayor Ryan is being inducted into the hall of
fame for his many years of service to the party.

“He’s been a good Democrat,” he said.

He continued, Mayor Ryan is a “worthy recipient for this.”

Mayor Ryan is being inducted into the hall of fame today, June 13, at the Spring Lake Manor, in Spring Lake
Heights.
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