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Silver Lake overflows into boro streets
Several homes in town flood as a result of
heavy rainfall Monday
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — For some residents, Monday evening was déjà vu as
some of those affected by Hurricane Sandy were, once again,
pumping water out of their basements.

On Monday, heavy rain caused Silver Lake to flood, just like it
did during Hurricane Sandy, but to a much lesser degree.

As a preventative measure, borough employees placed three
pumps at Silver Lake to try to keep the lake level down, but
the rainfall was too heavy, Mayor Matt Doherty said.

Soon after Sandy, which caused the lake to flood several
blocks into town, the borough also built up a berm and
dredged the lake to keep the water level down, the mayor
said.

“If we hadn’t done it, this would have been exponentially
worse,” he said.

Silver Lake’s outfall pipe had been damaged while Epic
Management, the contractor that had
worked on the boardwalk, was working on the project. The mayor said the outfall
pipe has been fixed and did not contribute to the lake overflowing.

There was a “tremendous amount of rain in a short period of time” and it could not
be managed, the mayor said, noting the borough could handle the rain fall that came
on Friday evening as a result of Tropical Storm Andrea.

The heavy rain caused Silver Lake to overflow into the streets. In addition, several
homes in town flooded due to all the rain.

The Belmar Public Library’s basement also flooded and is currently not being used,
once again, said Rosemarie Korbelak, the library manager. There is no longer any water in the basement, but
the carpets are soaked, she said.

The library’s basement had flooded during Sandy and had recently been repaired and reopened.

Since the pumps lie across Ocean Avenue, the road has been closed from Fifth to Seventh avenues, said Colleen
Connolly, borough administrator.

Ms. Connolly said there were a few incidents where sewage backed up into residents’ basements. The borough
worked with the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] to ensure the sewage system was
working at full capacity.

The sewage system and storm drains share common characteristics, so if one overflows it has an affect on the
other, Ms. Connolly said.
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Silver Lake overflowed onto the streets on
Monday due to the heavy rain that day. That
heavy rain also caused several homes in town to
flood in their basements and yards. Photo by
RYAN MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP
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Councilman Brian Magovern, who lives on North Lake Drive, said his home had about six inches of water in his
basement due to all the rain. He did not have sewage in his basement, only rain water.

The berm that was created around the lake after Hurricane Sandy did its job as it held more water and
prevented more water from spilling onto the streets, he said.

According to Ms. Connolly the “lake is back in the lake.”

Silver Lake continues to be pumped to bring the lake level down even further because another storm is coming,
Ms. Connolly said, noting a fourth pump has been placed at the lake.

Ocean Avenue between Fifth and Seventh avenues will remain closed for a few more days, Ms. Connolly said.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Silver Lake overflows into boro streets”

Star News Group (06.13.13): Silver Lake overflows into boro st... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/06.13.13/silver_lake__0...

2 of 2 6/14/13 12:03 PM


