
The Coast Star (06/14/2012): Residents concerned 
about parking on the 600 block of Main Street 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A resident raised concerns about parking along 10th avenue, here, at the Belmar Council meeting 
on June 6 on behalf of the residents of the 600 block of 10th Avenue. 

“What Belmar needed for parking in the 1990s is no longer adequate for the business and commercial areas of 
the town,” stated a letter submitted to the mayor and council on behalf of the residents. The letter was submitted 
by the residents of the 600 block of 10th Avenue. 

As a result, the 600 block of 10th Avenue has seen a sharp increase in the number of patrons who park on the 
block because they cannot find parking other places.  

The residents of the 600 block of 10th Avenue addressed the mayor and council with their concerns through a 
representative Samuel Marzarella, who lives on the block. 

“We want to give [the mayor and council] the opportunity to rectify a situation that has been created by the fact 
that three restaurant establishments and seven apartments were allowed to be constructed within 50 feet of the 
corner of 10th and Main streets without parking,” Mr. Marzarella said, noting that the parking situation has 
become a burden on the 600 block of 10th Avenue.  

At the meeting, Mr. Marzarella addressed several concerns. 

Among those concerns were the fact that commuters who travel to and from Newark or New York by train tend 
to park in the residential area of 10th Avenue, fearing they will get a parking ticket otherwise because there is a 
10-hour time limit in public parking areas near the train station.  

The residents of the 600 block of 10th Avenue recommend the borough increase the parking time limit in 
parking lots near the train station from 10 hours to 15 hours.  

Bill Young, borough administrator, said the borough is looking at different parking areas near the train station 
to make a 15-hour time limit.  

The residents are also concerned with the parking for the seven apartments located above 1000 Main St. 
According to the letter, those apartments have no parking and if the apartment owners park in close proximity to 
their home, they are forced to park in a two-hour parking zone for much of the day. As a result, those residents 
park on the 600 block of 10th Avenue. 

The residents on the 600 block of 10th Avenue recommend that parking on the block should be by permit only 
for the residents of that block, as well as the seven apartments. They also suggest the borough consider parking 
when it issues building permits and certificates of occupancy.  

At the meeting, Mr. Marzarella also raised concerns that visitors do not know where public parking lots are 
located, since there is no adequate signage. Accordingly, the residents feel the borough should put up signs 
reading “free public parking,” with arrows indicating where the lots are, so visitors know where they can park.  



Another concern raised at the meeting was that employees of restaurants near 10th Avenue and Main Street tend 
to park on the 600 block of 10th Avenue so they avoid parking tickets from the two-hour parking limit. 
Accordingly, the residents on the 600 block of 10th Avenue recommend that the borough places “parking by 
permit” signs and those employees be advised to park in one of the parking lots with 10-hour parking limits.  

The borough will talk to the major food/beverage/retail businesses about their employees parking on the 600 
block of 10th Avenue, Mr. Young said.  

Mr. Marzarella also raised concerns about delivery vehicles that double-park behind parking spaces along 10th 
Avenue to unload products for the restaurant/bar establishments near 10th Avenue and Main Street. There are 
also instances where the delivery trucks double park in the residential zone, blocking driveways.  

Accordingly, the residents have recommended the borough create and mark a loading zone on 10th Avenue.  

Mr. Young said the borough will monitor the delivery vehicles.  

The letter also addresses concerns about the trash and recycled products created by the restaurant/bars that are 
placed onto the street. This causes street congestion and odor, the letter states. Accordingly, the residents 
suggest the borough code enforcement officer review with the establishments at or near 10th and Main their 
current practices to make sure the establishments “adhere to the existing code regarding trash storage, odor and 
placement,” the letter stated.  

The final concern raised in the letter addresses the new sign placed along 10th Avenue adjacent to Sunsations, 
located at 1001 Main St., indicating the direction of several borough locations, including an indication that 
parking is straight ahead.  

“We feel this is a bit misleading,” the letter stated. 

Accordingly, the residents feel the borough should either remove the word “parking” from the sign or direct the 
parking to the right or left on Main Street. The residents also suggest the borough create a sign indicating there 
is a parking lot in the alleyway behind Taylor Hardware, located at 914 Main St.  

“This is not something we bargained for,” Mr. Marzarella said, noting the residents knew what they were 
getting into when they bought a house in Belmar. However, the residents did not bargain for having to deal with 
the parking burden created by the newer apartments and restaurants.  

“Everyone has a right to enjoy a peaceful existence,” he added.  

Mr. Young said the borough “is taking a look at the letter and all the concerns. Once we come up with the right 
solutions we will let them know what they are.”  

	  


