
The Coast Star (06/14/2012): Amended age 
restriction ordinance unanimously OK’d 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Council unanimously adopted an amended ordinance that would 
eliminate the age restriction on the use of accessory dwelling units at its June 6 council meeting.  

As the ordinance currently stands, residents who have an accessory dwelling unit who wish to 
renovate their primary home must either tear down the accessory dwelling unit or rent it to someone 
who is 62 years old or older. The ordinance does not apply to someone with an accessory dwelling 
unit who does not wish to renovate their home. The age restriction was created in 2008 by an 
ordinance.  

Councilman Jim Bean, of 16th Avenue, owns an accessory dwelling unit but did not recuse himself 
from the vote. He said he did not recuse himself because none of the criteria in the ordinance would 
affect his accessory dwelling unit, which is a year-round rental and already has heat.  

“I didn’t recuse myself because it didn’t matter,” Councilman Bean said. “The law won’t affect me 
one way or another.”  

While the ordinance might not affect Councilman Bean, there are other residents in the borough that 
the ordinance will affect.  

Robert Forte, a resident of Eighth Avenue, is one of four people who have taken advantage of the 
age restriction since it came into effect in 2008. 

Mr. Forte said he wanted to renovate his garage and add a bathroom in his house. In doing so, he 
added the age restriction to his back house in 2010, thinking renting to someone 62 or older would 
not be too difficult, he said. 

But, Mr. Forte said he was wrong. 

It took Mr. Forte four months to rent his cottage in the back, he said. 

“There is no market for senior citizens” because there are condos and rental units available to them, 
Mr. Forte said. Senior citizens also often decide to relocate to places like Florida, where it is 
warmer, he added. 

After experiencing the effect the age restriction had on his property, Mr. Forte believes it is a 
disincentive for home owners to fix their property. 

The amended ordinance, Mayor Matthew Doherty said, would take away that barrier.  



The amended ordinance went before the council at its May 2 meeting for a first reading, where 
Councilwoman Claire Deicke was the sole no vote.  

While she said she was in favor of lifting the age restriction, Councilwoman Deicke said she was 
looking for protection against overcrowding and people who do not respect the borough’s laws.  

At the June 6 meeting, an amended version of the ordinance was presented and approved, 
addressing the concerns Councilwoman Deicke raised at the May 2 meeting. The amended version 
of the ordinance also addresses concerns residents raised about the language of the ordinance, which 
residents were concerned would allow additional accessory dwelling units, meaning a habitable 
residential dwelling unit other than the primary one, to be created.  

Under the amended version of the ordinance, the word “existing” has been added in two places to 
address residents’ concerns about the language. For instance, the accessory dwelling unit definition 
was amended to read “a habitable residential dwelling unit contained in an existing accessory 
dwelling structure.”  

At the meeting, Mayor Doherty assured residents that in no way would the ordinance create 
accessory dwelling units or create more year round or summer/winter rentals, since no heating can 
be added to the units if there is none already there. The ordinance also does not permit residents to 
expand the footage of an accessory dwelling structure, which is a “structure containing not more 
than one dwelling unit that is located on the same lot” as the main structure, according to the 
ordinance.  

The ordinance’s only purpose is to eliminate the age restriction, thus creating an incentive for 
residents to renovate their front house.  

The ordinance has also added a provision that addresses Councilwoman Deicke’s concern about 
overcrowding and tenants not respecting the boro’s laws.  

“The Borough of Belmar finds that the Department of Code Enforcement and Police Regulations 
have sufficient resources to preserve and protect the character of the borough’s residential 
neighborhoods and quality of life to assist in the enforcement of this ordinance to prevent 
overcrowding, excessive noise and abatement of nuisances,” the ordinance reads. 

Councilwoman Deicke said the “new provision was needed to address the concerns of residents.” 

The ordinance will be effective on July 4. 

	  


