
The Coast Star (06/14/2012): Defunct banquet 
hall served with three ABC violations 

The owners of The Barclay, closed since last fall, will face the 
charges on June 20 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A hearing will be held on June 20 in the borough’s municipal building, where the 
owners of the shuttered banquet hall The Barclay will face Alcoholic Beverage Control [ABC] 
charges that were brought against them by the borough. 

The charges were served to The Barclay owners, Steve and Sue Vita, on Friday, June 8. The 
Barclay has been closed since the fall of 2011. 

The first charge stems from an occurrence on June 14, 2011, when The Barclay, located at 112 Fifth 
Ave., held a public auction at the banquet hall, in violation of their liquor license restrictions. 

The second charge stems from an occurrence on June 11, 2011, when The Barclay is alleged to have 
served alcohol to the general public during the annual Seafood Festival, again in violation of their 
liquor license restrictions. 

The third charge stems from an occurrence on June 11, 2011, when The Barclay allegedly hindered 
an investigation of an ABC violation by the police by making a false statement to them. 

Bill Young, borough administrator, said that “the borough is trying to protect the quality of life for 
our residents in Belmar. We take the protection of our neighborhoods very seriously.” 

As a catering facility and banquet hall, The Barclay was restricted from opening its doors to the 
general public and was only allowed to host pre-arranged events. 

Mr. Vita said he had no comment at this time about the charges.  

When asked why the borough is still pursuing charges against The Barclay when it has been closed 
for months, Mr. Young said that the incidents occurred while it was still “up and running” and that 
is why the borough is pursuing the matter.  

The hearing will be held on June 20 in the municipal building, located at 601 Main St. The hearing 
will begin at 5 p.m. when the borough council convenes as the local ABC board. 

The regular council meeting will commence after the hearing. 

	  


