
The Coast Star (06/14/2012): Kite flying 
marks end of school year 

Sixth graders at BES learn to fly kites for a cumulative project 

 

Sixth-grader Carleigh Dalton, 12, of Belmar, flew a kite on the playground adjacent to Belmar Elementary School 
on June 11, as part of her sixth-grade math class cumulative project. Photo courtesy WINNIE REPETTI 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School’s sixth-grade class flew kites on June 11 and 12, 
signifying the end of the year and start of summer. 

The kites were a part of a cumulative project that tied in various aspects of math lessons, such as 
measuring and geometry, they learned during the year in Winnie Repetti’s sixth-grade math 
class.  

“Kids nowadays don’t grow up doing these things,” Ms. Repetti said, referring to kite flying. “It 
opens up something new for them.” 

Each kite consisted of four tetrahedrons, which has four faces, all of which are equilateral 
triangles, and were made from straw, string and tissue paper, Ms. Repetti said.  

It took about five hours to build the kite — spanning over several class periods, she added.  



“I like to do it at the end of the year because I like to teach them to persevere on things that take 
several steps,” Ms. Repetti said, noting the students are going to make mistakes in the working 
world, but they should learn from it and persevere.  

The project was also a collaborative effort, as students listened to each other and helped one 
another in different aspects of the kite making process. 

The three sixth-grade math classes flew their kites on June 11 and 12 due to the varied schedules. 

Most of the kites were able to fly, despite the weather not cooperating and the wind not being 
consistent, Ms. Repetti said.  

This was Ms. Repetti’s second time holding the kite flying project for an end of the year  

	  


