
The Coast Star (06/14/2012): Clarification for 
ordinance adopted 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The Lake Como Council unanimously adopted an ordinance to clarify the front 
yard setback requirements for first floor decks and, or open porches at the June 6 meeting.  

The vote was 5-0, with Councilwoman Marni McFadden-Lee not present at the meeting. 

The current ordinance, which was created in 2010, said that “uncovered first floor decks may extend 
a maximum length of 8 feet into the required front yard area with a minimum front yard setback of 
either 10 feet or the average of the front yard setbacks of existing open decks for the block, 
whichever is less.” 

A house in Lake Como must have a front yard setback of about 20 feet, depending on what zone the 
house is in, or meet the average front yard setbacks of the houses on that block, said Viveca 
Graham, deputy administrator for the borough. Front yard setbacks are measured from the 
permanently enclosed living area to the front yard property line.  

This new ordinance “helps the town keep houses pushed back and helps home owners who might 
not have been able to build a front porch to be able to do so,” Ms. Graham said. 

The front yard setback would still have to meet the borough’s requirements, but there has been 
some clarifications in the ordinance, such as providing an example and adding the term  

“open porch” into the ordinance.  

According to the ordinance, “first floor decks and, or open porches may extend a maximum length 
of 8 feet into the required front yard area from the front of the house with a minimum front yard 
setback of 10 feet.” 

The definition of open porches has not been determined yet, but will be workshopped at the next 
planning board meeting on July 9.  

The ordinance also provides an example of how the ordinance will work. The example states that in 
order to have an 8-foot deck or open porch, the house must have a front yard setback of at least 18 
feet from the permanent living area in order to meet the borough’s requirement of 10 feet once the 
front deck or open porch is built. 

The ordinance will be effective July 4.  

	  


