
The Coast Star (06/14/2012)): Belmar 
celebrates National Marina Day 

Welcome to the Water a success, with hundreds of people showing 
up 

 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary member Paul Casalese, of Jackson [from left], explains the use, purpose and 
materials of a life jacket to Harry Popper, 13, of Belmar, and Brandon Torsiello, 12, of Belmar, at the borough’s 

Welcome to the Water event on June 9. The event was held at the Belmar Marina. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR 
NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Marina hosted a “Welcome to the Water” event on June 9, in celebration 
of this year’s National Marina Day.  

National Marina Day, which was also marked on June 9, is observed by marinas across the country 
as a way to enjoy and promote the boating environments that play a role in their surrounding 
communities. 

The Belmar Marina decided to take part in this day for the first time as a way to “build awareness 
and let people know how beautiful the marina we have is,” said Mary Brabazon, Belmar’s tourism 
administrator. 

 “For a first time event we were very happy,” she said, noting the marina was competing with the 
popular NJ Seafood Festival going on in town. 

Over 100 people attended the event, said Kelly Williams, a clerk and director of social services for 
the borough. Ms. Williams helped coordinate Welcome to the Water.  

“It was another great event Belmar held,” she said.  



At the event, Diane Koplish, the Belmar Marina office manager, assisted the public in obtaining 
their 2012 salt water fishing licenses. For those who could not attend the event, this service will also 
be available at the Belmar Marina and at the Belmar Public Library throughout the summer.  

The event also featured free vessel examinations and information on boating safety, which was 
provided by the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary. The Friends of Belmar Harbor, located at 901 
L St., provided free boat rides and walking tours of the Marina, and the Shark River Anglers 
provided fishing and demo classes to children. Live dives with live feed to screens were provided 
by Divers Two, TNJ Marine and Underwater Services. 

The walking tours that were provided by the Friends of Belmar Harbor showcased the amenities of 
the Marina, which include state-of-the-art concrete floating docks, 5-minute boat access to the 
ocean, deep channels, more than 70 dedicated transient slips, and a modern, secure and well-
maintained “comfort station” with restrooms, showers and coin-operated laundry facilities.  

The Belmar Marina plans on hosting Welcome to the Water again, next year. 

	  


