
The Ocean Star (06/15/2012): Clarks Landing 
fished for a cause — and found three 
Tournament donates $11,000 causes & over 300 pounds of filleted 

fish to a third 

 

Kurt Weiditz, of Warren [from left], Rich O’Rourke, of Maywood, and Frank Forster, of Jefferson, holding up their 
striped bass during the first Fish ‘N for the Cause tournament, which was held from June 8-10. Mr. O’Rourke and his 

crew won first place in the striped bass category at the tournament. Photo courtesy SARAH KARU 

By Haley Behre 

POINT PLEASANT — Clarks Landing Yacht Club’s Fish ‘N for the Cause tournament was a huge 
success, raising over $10,000 for charities and donating hundreds of pounds of food to the needy. 

The tournament was held at Clarks Landing Yacht Club, located on Arnold Avenue, here, and was a 
three-day affair, with fishing on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June 8-10. 

The tournament concluded with a barbecue and award ceremony on Sunday, with the Kristian Rex 
band performing for over three hours.  

According to Michael Longhi, general manager of Clarks Landing Yacht Club, about 80 anglers 
participated in the event and about 150 people came to the barbecue and awards ceremony.  

In order to participate, each boat had to donate a minimum of $200, which allowed the fishermen to 
participate in the three categories: striped bass, fluke and bluefish.  

In each category there was a first- and second- place prize, as well as a cumulative prize. Prizes 
ranged from 51-inch TVs to money to gift certificates, Mr. Longhi said, giving an estimation that all 
the prizes totaled about $15,000.  



For the striped bass category, Capt. Rich O’Rourke, of Maywood, won first place with a 40.3-pound 
striped bass. Mr. O’Rourke also won the cumulative prize, catching a total of 77.5 pounds. Capt. 
Travis Locascio, of Shark River Hills, won second place with a 37-pound striped bass. 

For the bluefish category, Capt. Bob Angelini, of Yardville, won first place with a 17.5-pound 
bluefish. He also won the cumulative prize, catching a total of 32.9 pounds. Capt. Ken Gallop, of 
Brielle, won second place with a 15.4-pound bluefish. 

For the fluke category, Capt. Brian Stromko, of Maplewood, won first place with a 2.9-pound fluke. 
Mr. Gallop also won the cumulative prize, catching a total of 5.2 pounds. Capt. Mark Crescenzo, of 
Brick, won second place by a drawing. 

The tournament also had a prize for anyone that broke a state record for the largest bluefish, fluke or 
striped bass caught. A 2012 Ford F150 was the prize and it would have been donated by Weisleder 
Ford.  

Unfortunately, no one beat the state record in any of the categories. 

According to the DEP, which keeps a list of current record-holders for each type of fish, angler 
Roger Kastorsky caught the largest bluefish on record at Five Fathom Bank in 1997. It weighed in 
at 27 pounds, 1 ounce. 

Angler Walter Lubin holds the record for the largest fluke on record, weighing in at 19 pounds, 12 
ounces. It was reeled in off Cape May in 1953. 

In 1982, angler Al McReynolds caught the largest striped bass on record in Atlantic City, weighing 
in at 78 pounds 8 ounces. 

CHILDREN'S DIVISION 

The three-day tournament was child-friendly, even having a children’s division, where prizes were 
awarded to the first- and second- place prizes in fluke, striped bass and bluefish categories.  

In the striped bass category, 12-year-old Giancarlo Turiello won first place with a 30.4-pound 
striped bass. Kyle Schneider, 8, took second place with a 29.4 pound striped bass. 

Brianna Edmonds, 12, won first place in the bluefish category, reeling in a 13.9-pound bluefish. 
Nolan Schneider, 11, took second place with a 13.1-pound bluefish. 

There were no fluke weighed in for the children’s division. 

First place recipients received $100 each, while second place recipients received $50 each.  

GIVING BACK 

The three-day tournament was not just about having fun, catching fish and winning prizes. It was 
also a time to give back, since 100 percent of the tournament’s proceeds benefited charities. 



The National Breast Cancer Foundation received $10,000, or 90 percent of the proceeds, Mr. 
Longhi said. 

“We have been working with the National Breast Cancer Foundation for a long time,” Mr. Longhi 
said, noting that when the idea of a fishing tournament came about, Clarks Landing thought it was 
appropriate to continue the tradition of donating to the foundation.  

The other 10 percent of the proceeds, or $1,000, was donated to Clean Ocean Action. 

According to Mr. Longhi, Clarks Landing chose Clean Ocean Action to donate to because it is “a 
great organization that works at protecting and keeping our waterways clean.” 

Emily Hackett, event coordinator for Clean Ocean Action, said the organization was “thrilled” 
about the donation. 

The $1,000 will go toward “work to continue to protect and clean up the marine environment off of 
New Jersey and New York,” Ms. Hackett said.  

In addition, over 300 pounds of filleted fish were donated to Lunch Break, a Red Bank-based 
organization that provides food and clothing to those in need. Clarks Landing also donated about 
400 raw hamburgers and 400 raw hot dogs, as well as other foods, to the organization. 

Tyrone Burr, chef for Lunch Break, said that the generosity of Clarks Landing was “unbelievable” 
and “wonderful.” 

“The generosity of the people will help feed a whole lot of hungry people,” he said. “We look 
forward to doing it again next year.” 

FUTURE 

The Fish ‘N for the Cause tournament is similar to an event the yacht club held for over a decade in 
the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s, Mr. Longhi said.  

According to Mr. Longhi, that tournament grew to be one of the biggest in the Northeast, with 300 
boats and approximately 1,200 to 1,500 fishermen.  

“We hope that we can eventually grow the Fish ‘N for the Cause tournament, which will enable us 
to donate more to breast cancer and local charities,” he said, noting that the tournament will be an 
annual event, 

Plans are already underway for the second annual Fish ‘N for the Cause tournament, which will be 
held in June 2013. For more information, please contact Clarks Landing Marina at 732-899-5559 or 
visit www.clarkslanding.com. 

	  


