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Woman’s club celebrates 100 years in the
community
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By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Woman’s Club [BWC] celebrated 100
hundred years of community service last week by bringing
back a longstanding tradition: its flower show and luncheon.

The annual flower show and luncheon, now in its 86th year,
was on a two-year hiatus before returning this year to help the
woman’s club celebrate its 100 years of service. The event was
held on June 11.

“It was a wonderful event,” Claire Deicke, Belmar Woman’s
Club member who is chairing the flower show, said.

About 112 people came out to celebrate, which exceeded Mrs.
Deicke’s goal of 100 people, she said.

“One hundred people in attendance for 100 years of
community service,” she said. “We exceeded that goal, which
was very wonderful.”

In addition to the flower show, which featured various
categories, woman’s club members celebrated the anniversary
by dressing in clothes from the early 1900s and performing a
skit that reflected on all the club has done throughout the
years.

Mrs. Deicke played W.H. Shepard, the founder of the woman’s
club in 1914, and Councilwoman Janis Keown-Blackurn played
a woman’s club member throughout the years, and the two —

Ms. Shepard and the woman’s club
member — reflected on all that the club has accomplished and how they have
contributed to history.

“It showed a thread of consistency with our good works,” Mrs. Deicke said, noting the
skit was “excellent.”

Mrs. Deicke said the event was a team effort by every member of the club.

“Everyone shared my enthusiasm for making it one of the best event’s the club has
seen,” she said.

From helping out by creating the 45 gift baskets, to putting together the flower show, all the woman’s club
members did an “outstanding job,” she said.

There were 30 entries in the flower show.

In the artistic arrangements [fresh flowers] category: first place was Diane Wolert, second place was Rita
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To celebrate 100 years of community service,
the Belmar Woman’s Club recently held its
annual flower show and luncheon. Among those
in attendance were woman’s club members
Claire Deicke [from left], Rosemary Tormey,
who is the club’s president, Francine Forte,
Maureen Cole, Rita Dempsey, Dena Gawley,
Rosemarie Papa, Maria Boccia, Councilwoman
Janis Keown-Blackburn and Diane Wolert. Photo
courtesy COLLEEN CONNOLLY
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Dempsey, third place was Maureen Cole and honorable mention was Maria Boccia.

In the artistic arrangements [dry or silk] category, there was no first or second place. Third place went to Rita
Dempsey.

In the yellow or white flowers in white containers [BWC members only] category, first place went to Francine
Fort and third place went to Marie Sheppard. There was no second place.

In the arrangements by themes [imaginative creations] category, first place went to Francine Forte, second
place went to Janis Keown-Blackburn, third place went to Judy Kulik and honorable mention went to Rosemarie
Papa.

In the house plants category, first place went to Claire Deicke, second place went to Rosemary Tormey and
honorable mention went to Rosemarie Papa and Marie Sheppard. There was no third place.

In the African violets category, there were no entries.

In the wall arrangements category, first place went to Dena Gawley and second place went to Rosemarie Papa.

The grand prize winner for best in show went to Francine Forte for her arrangement by theme entry.
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Gretta Mahan → Posted: Sunday, Jun 22 at 05:47 PM

this brought back childhood memories of my mother, Mary Louise Heyniger, attending and participating in many
Women's Club activities. Thanks for a great article.
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