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Edith T. Nowels resigns from all Republican
Party positions
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By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — Longtime Brielle resident Edith T. Nowels has resigned from all her Republican Party posts following
the ousting of former state senator John Bennett III as chair of the Monmouth County Republicans.

Monmouth County Republicans elected Sheriff Shaun Golden in the party’s convention on June 10 as their new
chairman.

According to Tom Szymanski, executive director for the Monmouth County Republicans, the vote was 335 to 282
in favor of the sheriff.

“The healthy status of our Republican organization was overturned with the [convention] vote by ousting
Bennett, in my opinion,” Ms. Nowels said, noting her decision does not have to do with Sheriff Golden’s
character.

Ms. Nowels, who has resided in Brielle since 1973, has served on the Monmouth
County Republican Committee for 41 years, and has served as municipal chair for the
Republican Party in town off and on during that time, she said.

But, she has decided to resign from both those posts — as well as disaffiliate from the
Republican Party — following the convention.

“I voted for the administration to stay as it did” because change was not warranted,
Ms. Nowels said.

“I have principles and I find that there is no longer any room for my principles in the
county, as well as here in Brielle,” she said.

Ms. Nowels said her principles have to do with serving the people, which she believes was not done by changing
the county Republican committee administration.

“My main concern is people, not politics,” she said, which is why she decided to become a member of the
county Republicans and chair of Brielle’s Republican Party in the first place.

Ms. Nowels said she is leaving her position in Brielle because it is “top heavy” with district leaders.

According to Ms. Nowels, the town’s Republican organization has Mayor Thomas Nicol, Councilmen Frank
Garruzzo and Tim Shaak, and their wives, Darcy and Cheryl, respectively, sitting on the committee.

“It’s legal, but not healthy” for the residents of Brielle, she said.

Mayor Nicol said, “It’s not uncommon in Brielle or other towns to have elected officials as committee
members.”

The mayor said having himself and council members on the committee is not a disservice to Brielle residents.

“Who better has a pulse on what’s transpiring in the Republican party than the elected Republican officials,”
the mayor said.
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As for Ms. Nowels leaving her position in town, the mayor said, “she’ll be sorely missed.”

With Ms. Nowels’ seat open, Mayor Nicol said the five remaining committee members will meet and choose a
female candidate for the third district, which is the district Ms. Nowels represented.

The third district spans from the Manasquan River Golf Club to the Manasquan River.
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RepubBrielle → Posted: Tuesday, Jun 24 at 10:07 PM

Edith Nowels, class act. Thank you for your years of service, Edith.
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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