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Golf outing raises $6,000 for Beach Bash
Two-day event teaches autistic children
to surf
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Fishing Club [BFC] teed off at its annual
Woman’s Golf Outing last week to raise funds for a worthy
cause.

The golf outing, which was held on June 12 this year, raises
funds for the Beach Bash event held at the end of each
summer. Beach Bash is a two-day event that brings surfers to
town to teach autistic children to surf.

“It [autism] is very prominent in the state of New Jersey,” and
many people in the fishing club are affected by it in some way,
said Betty Lyons, organizer of the golf outing. Ms. Lyons
volunteers at the event each year.

“We found that it was a very good cause and something close
to the heart for a lot of the people at the club,” Ms. Lyons
said.

This year, the golf outing was able to raise $6,000 for the
Beach Bash, which is the most to date.

A total of 43 golfers participated in the event, and nearly 65
people attended the luncheon.

The check was presented at the luncheon on June 12, which
was held right after the golf outing. The event also featured
gift baskets, a 50/50 and a raffle.

Fran Hines, director of emergency medical services who helps organize the Beach
Bash, attended the luncheon to accept the check. Mr. Hines’ son, Colton, 16, has
autism.

“It’s not just a day for the kids. It’s a day for the family, and the mothers and the
fathers just to be able to come here and have a good time and not worry about
anything,” Mr. Hines said.

According to Mr. Hines, over 400 families affected by autism have registered for the
event so far.

Mr. Hines thanked all who helped support the event.

“This is a great, great event for Belmar,” he said. “It shows our true colors.”

The Beach Bash will be held on Sept. 7 and 8 this year.
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The Belmar Fishing Club held its annual golf
outing to raise funds for Belmar’s Beach Bash,
which is a two-day event that teaches children
with autism to surf. On hand to give Fran Hines
[center], who organizes the Beach Bash, the
$6,000 check was Diane Schwabenbauer [from
left], Kathleen Burt, Betty Lyons, Eileen
McDonald and Pat Miller, all of whom are on the
golf outing committee. The golf outing was held
on June 12. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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