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Pavilion special election to move forward
Will be held on Aug. 19 from 6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The municipality will be holding a special election on Aug. 19 so voters can choose whether
taxpayers should incur the debt to finance the $7 million it will cost to rebuild the pavilions.

The cost of the special election will be about $17,700, according to Mayor Matt Doherty.

This special election stems from a petition that was filed by borough residents on May 27, seeking for the $7
million bond ordinance that will finance the 10th and Fifth Avenue pavilions to be placed on the ballot in
November so voters can choose whether taxpayers should incur the debt.

The Fifth Avenue Pavilion will be a community building with a restaurant, while the 10th Avenue pavilion will
host emergency services.

This is the third petition filed by borough residents related to the pavilions, and the third bond ordinance
approved by the governing body related to the pavilions.

The petition was certified at the June 4 council meeting.

The state statute by which the petitioners filed states the referendum is to be held
during the next general election, in this case in November, unless the governing body
chooses to hold a special election.

FINANCING

According to the mayor, the cost of the pavilions on taxpayers will be $1.33 per month
over 20 years.

The mayor said he arrived at that figure by deducting the $484,000 from insurance and the $3.68 million the
Federal Emergency Management Agency has told the borough they would be reimbursed from the $7 million
bond.

This leaves about $2.84 million to be paid.

If the Monmouth County Superior Court rules the remaining $2.84 million must be split between the current and
beach funds — with each incurring about $1.42 million — then the borough would pay off a portion of the
current fund’s $1.42 million using the $720,000 the town got through the Buy a Board Campaign, the mayor
said.

There is pending litigation pertaining to the pavilions in the county court that will determine how the pavilion
financing will be allocated between the current and beach funds. Where the money will be allocated will be
determined once the pavilions are built.

The litigation was brought by Belmar residents after the town tried to put the whole pavilion bond against the
beach fund.

Once that $720,000 is used for the current fund — and not factoring in concession revenue or renting the space
in the Fifth Avenue pavilion — Mayor Doherty said the borough would amortize the remaining $700,000 over 20
years with a three-percent interest rate, giving a total cost of $932,000.

Dividing that figure by the number of residents in town, length of amortizing the funds and months in a year,
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each property that pays taxes in town would pay $1.33 per month over 20 years, he said.

If each resident, including children, paid, it would cost them 67 cents per month over 20 years to rebuild the
two pavilions, Mayor Doherty said.

“That’s what this whole special election is over,” the mayor said, noting this is a conservative figure.

Councilman Jim Bean said he believes using the Buy a Board campaign funds toward the pavilions is wrong, as
the money should go to what its intended use was.

The mayor said in the “interest of protecting the taxpayers” the Buy a Board campaign funds will be used
toward the pavilions.

“It doesn’t matter what you think. It matters what you sold them as. You sold them as boardwalk. That’s fraud.
You didn’t sell them as let’s relieve the taxpayers of Belmar,” Councilman Bean said.

PAVILIONS' ENGINEERING

Mayor Doherty commented on change orders, something that residents have had concerns about happening for
the pavilions, like they did for the boardwalk.

The mayor said change orders will not happen as frequently as they did for the boardwalk.

This is because the boardwalk was “rushed” and there were costs unaccounted for, he said, but that will not
happen with the pavilions, which have been in the works since January 2013 and have had public input.

Epic Group, who built the boardwalk, was awarded the contract for the pavilions for about $5 million.

The mayor also addressed financing the pavilions with two separate bonds — one for each pavilion — which was
an option residents have posed.

Based off the bid sheets for this project, Mayor Doherty said, building the pavilions separately will be about
$100,000 more expensive than building them together.

In addition, the mayor said the cost of the two pavilions is less than that of neighboring towns’ pavilions, such
as Spring Lake’s new North End Pavilion, which cost nearly $7.4 million.

ELECTION

In the end, the governing body had to choose between the “lesser of two evils,” Mayor Doherty said, which was
spending about $17,000 for the special election or holding off until November and facing spending hundreds of
thousands more dollars rebidding on the pavilions because the lowest bidder, Epic Group, will pull out of the
project and not rebid.

Prior to the vote, the council members gave their opinion on the matter.

Councilman Brian Magovern said he likes “dealing with someone I’ve dealt with in the past,” referring to Epic
Group.

He believes the vote is important in August.

If the referendum passes, the councilman said the buildings will be rebuilt by summer 2015, and if it is a no,
then the town goes “back to the drawing board.”

Councilwomen Janis Keown-Blackburn and Jennifer Nicolay both said they believed it was time to start
rebuilding the pavilions.

Mayor Doherty said the pavilion cost is a “great value” for the community and future generations.
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The governing body voted 4-1 to approve the resolution setting the date for the special election.

Councilman Bean was the sole no vote.

After a several-hour meeting, the councilman said “anyone who votes yes on this doesn’t care one iota about
taxpayer dollar and taxpayer debt.”

The election will be held on Aug. 19 from 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

All polling districts are now located at 601 Main St.

Districts 2, 3, 4 which were previously located at Union Firehouse, Hook & Ladder Firehouse and the public
works building are now located in the Municipal Gym. Residents can use the Main Street entrance.

Districts 1 and 5, which were previously located at Goodwill Firehouse is now located in the Community Room.
Residents can use the Sixth Avenue entrance.
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