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Porta potty becomes central issue in town
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — In what a woman says was retribution for being an
outspoken resident, the borough had a porta potty placed at
the edge of her driveway for the NJ Seafood Festival.

“It was absolutely retribution at my expense because I’m an
outspoken person,” said Joy DeSanctis, of Sixth Avenue, who is
an advocate of residents’ rights in town.

Though Mrs. DeSanctis is not a member of the current petition
committee in town revolvings, she has been one of the leading
residents in town to speak out, questioning the funding for the
borough’s beachfront pavilions.

The committee recently filed a petition, which was certified
by the borough clerk April Claudio, seeking a vote to choose
whether taxpayers should incur the debt to finance the
buildings.

The special election is expected to be held this summer and
will cost about $17,000, according to Mayor Matt Doherty.

“I’m a staunch advocate of residents’ rights, which translates
into being a critic of Mayor Doherty,” Mrs. DeSanctis said.

Her outspoken attitude is why Mrs. DeSanctis believes the
porta potty was placed in front of her home for the Seafood
Festival— something that has not happened in the nine years
Mrs. DeSanctis has lived at the property.

“It’s bullying at the worst level,” she said.

The porta potty was placed at the edge of the DeSanctis’
driveway on June 12 and moved the next day, according to
Mrs. DeSanctis.

WHAT TRANSPIRED

At Tuesday night’s special council meeting, the mayor addressed what he called was a
“conspiracy theory behind” the porta potty placement.

Mayor Doherty directed Director of Public Works Mike Campbell [DPW] to explain to
those in attendance what transpired.

According to Mr. Campbell, each year after a major event, such as the Seafood
Festival, the DPW sits down and evaluates what could be done to make it better the

next year.

Among the items brought up last year after the Seafood Festival was to place a porta potty closer to the
vendors on the east side of the lake, who must walk to the porta potties and wait in line for quite some time,
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A porta potty was placed at the end of a
resident’s driveway on Sixth Avenue the day
before the Seafood Festival. The resident, Joy
DeSanctis, claims it was retribution for her
being an outspoken person. Photo courtesy JOY
DESANCTIS
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Mr. Campbell said.

As a result, the borough decided to place a porta potty near the vendors for their convenience, Mr. Campbell
said, which ended up being in front of the DeSanctis home.

Porta potties are traditionally placed around Silver Lake by A Street. The bathrooms on Ocean Avenue are also
utilized.

Last Friday morning, Mr. Campbell saw Mrs. DeSanctis’ husband, Carmine, who told the DPW director he was
unhappy with the placement of the porta potty.

It was subsequently moved across the street next to the generators, Mr. Campbell said.

“I apologize to anybody who got upset,” he said, noting he has already apologized to the mayor and borough
administrator Colleen Connolly. “I didn’t mean for a storm to happen. I meant to put something there for the
vendors. It was not purposeful.”

Mr. Campbell said no one told him where to put the porta potty, and that positive changes do come out of their
meetings after large events.

“I’m the director of public works. I don’t really need the mayor to tell me where to put a porta potty,” Mr.
Campbell said.

After, Mayor Doherty said, “typically we don’t really give these conspiracies much weight and we don’t really
care much about them. They are concocted by people who have a political agenda.”

He said the borough is “vigilant” in serving residents, “whether they support us politically or not.”

“The idea that there is any type of political retribution is completely ridiculous,” Mayor Doherty said.

From this incident came a “dangerous” situation, the mayor said, as residents on a citizen’s blog spoke about
gathering outside the house of Mary Brabazon, the director of Belmar Tourism who is in charge of the Seafood
Festival. She also received phone calls at her home regarding it, he said.

“I don’t think there’s any place … at any time should any employee in the Borough of Belmar ever feel
harassed, threatened or intimidated by any member of the public for a decision they may or may not have
made,” the mayor said.

In response, Councilman Jim Bean said, “I don’t think any citizen should be harassed by any town employee or
elected official.”

Councilman Brian Magovern, who lives near the DeSanctis home, said “I’m upset that it was placed on the
residential side of the street. That never, never should have happened.”

The councilman said he had something similar happen to him, where a garbage truck was placed in front of his
home for years. It has since been relocated for the festival.

As for the festival itself, Councilman Magovern said it was great, but “next year, it might be a little bit better if
we scale it back a little bit.”

As for the intent, Councilman Magovern said prior to the meeting, “if it was done on purpose, it was extremely
stupid. If it was accidental, it was evidence of not thinking something through.”

Councilwoman Janis Keown-Blackburn also said the festival was great.

She said she was glad Mr. Campbell moved the porta potty, and she has always found him, as well as his
department, to be helpful.
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Residents also weighed in on the issue.

Dave Schneck, of C Street, said, “we dont believe it was an accident.”

Mr. DeSanctis provided his side of the story, claiming it was not Mr. Campbell who put the porta potty there.

Mr. DeSanctis said he spoke to the person placing the porta potty, who said the person in charge of the festival,
Ms. Brabazon, had instructed them to place it there.

Upon speaking to Ms. Brabazon, Mr. DeSanctis said she said she was told to put it there and, later, that it was
for the vendors.

Mr. DeSanctis said he saw Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, in a golf cart and asked her about it, to
which she laughed and said it was staying in its place.

Ms. Connolly said what Mr. DeSanctis said was not accurate.

According to Ms. Connolly, Mr. DeSanctis waived her down from his car and spoke about the porta potty, to
which she said all the porta potties were in place.

Ms. Brabazon could not be reached for comment.
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ComeOnNow → Posted: Thursday, Jun 19 at 12:12 PM

How could Ms. Brabazon not be available for comment, she is the Tourism Director isn't she? Are Belmar's efforts on
tourism silent?
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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