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Residents speak out against special election
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Despite outcry from residents, the governing body moved forward with passing a resolution at a
special council meeting on Tuesday, that set the date for a special election so voters can choose whether
taxpayers should incur the debt to finance the $7 million it will cost to rebuild the pavilions.

The special election, which stems from a petition certified on June 4, will be held on Aug. 19, and will be
about $17,700, according to Mayor Matt Doherty.

This special election stems from a petition that was filed by borough residents on May 27, seeking for the $7
million bond ordinance that will finance the Fifth and 10th Avenue pavilions to be placed on the ballot in
November so voters can choose whether taxpayers should incur the debt.

This is the third petition filed in relation to the pavilions.

The state statute under which the petitioners filed states the referendum is to be held during the next general
election, in this case in November, unless the governing body chooses to hold a special election.

The governing body voted, 4-1, to approve the resolution authorizing the special
election, despite public outcry [see related story].

Joy DeSanctis, of Sixth Avenue, said based on the bids from the project, which she
received, the borough could end up with a lower bidder if the pavilion project was
rebid and the borough were to lose Epic Group as its contractor.

Epic Group was awarded the contract for the two pavilions for about $5 million.

She also said there has been no details on how much maintaining the two pavilions
will cost once rebuilt.

Dave Schneck, of C Street, also spoke about Epic, asking why Epic Group would not wait until November if the
company is Belmar’s “friend.”

Mayor Doherty said the company submitted their bid in January, and will hold it for the special election, but
declined to hold the bid until November.

Patricia Corea, of Ocean Avenue, also spoke about Epic’s relationship with Belmar.

“As our elected body, you should be representing us as Belmar citizens and not Epic as a contractor,” she said,
noting there is more than just that company that can do the job.

“So tell Epic, ‘No I’m sorry my people — the people who I represent here in Belmar —need to wait until
November because they don’t want to spend the $17,000, and if you don’t want to rebid that’s OK there are
other contractors who can do the job,’” she said.

Residents also spoke about the petitions that have been filed pertaining to the pavilions, and options other
than holding a special election.

Mike Seebeck, of Second Avenue, asked Mayor Doherty, who has spoken about saving taxpayer money by holding
the special election, whether he has reached out to any of the petitioners to avoid the special election.

The mayor has spoken about moving forward with the “lesser of two evils” and holding the special election,
which costs about $17,000, in August, instead of holding it in November during the general election because
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doing so could potentially cost the taxpayers much more money if the project were to be rebid.

The mayor said he has not, but he would be happy to.

He also said he is not trying to dissuade residents from “exercising their right to call a referendum.”

Mr. Seebeck encouraged the mayor to meet with petitioners to save taxpayer money.

As for change orders, Mr. Seebeck said since Epic Group had a change order of about 20 percent for the
boardwalk, “who’s going to protect us from another 20 percent change order.”

Belmar resident Katrina Clapsis, who has been involved with all three petitions, said she thinks it is “sad” that
“we’ve always been made to feel that what we're doing is anti-boardwalk, anti-recovery, anti-pavilion, and this
is really an untruth that is very disturbing as a person who lives in town.”

Ms. Clapsis then turned to the apprenticeship program, which is required for any company wanting to do
business in Belmar.

If a company does not partake in an apprenticeship program, then it must pay at least the journeyman’s rate.

Ms. Clapsis questioned whether having such a stipulation narrows the number of companies able to do business
in town and whether it was “contrary to fiscal responsibility.”

Councilman Brian Magovern said having this standard for companies ensures the job is done right the first time,
ultimately saving the borough money.

“I really do see it as an advantage to us to have everybody down there that’s working being supervised and
trained in how to use the tools, how to build a building,” the councilman said.

Ms. Clapsis said as residents, “we're just asking you to do a little more due diligence. We're asking you to be a
little more fiscally conservative. We are begging you to listen to concerns without creating an animosity.”

The petitioners would like to have an election, but they would like that to be done in November because they
do not want any more money to be spent, she said.

Bill Merkler, of Second Avenue, also believes the election should be held in November because it will give time
for residents and the town to speak.

Mayor Doherty said he favors holding the election in August as to keep the “momentum going.”

Belmar resident Noreen Dean, who is a petitioner, said she is willing to meet with the mayor, and would prefer
not to hold a special election in the summer.

“My fear is that there is going to be a big voting drive for people who really don’t live here,” such as summer
residents who come on weekends, she said. “I don’t want that to happen, and I don’t want you to be smeared
like that.”

Not all residents were against the pavilion cost.

Brendan Read, of Ninth Avenue, spoke in favor of the August election, and Epic Group.

He said holding the election in November would cost the residents because as the economy improves costs
associated with the construction will also increase.

“Epic would be right to pull out if the vote is delayed,” Mr. Read said, adding that he “doubts” the borough
would be able to get a “qualified and experienced” contractor.

He also said financing for the pavilions would not impact financing for Lake Como, which has a habit of flooding
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during inclement weather. This has been a concern of several residents.

The pavilion financing issue should be settled soon, so the borough can turn towards other matters, Mr. Read
said.

“Let’s enjoy the summer, the Fourth of July and let’s have the vote on August 19,” he said.

In rebuilding the Fifth and 10th Avenue pavilions, which Mayor Doherty said are both important, the borough
wants to be cognizant of keeping the cost low because they are putting the interest of taxpayers first.

Claire Deicke, of 14th Avenue, commended the mayor for his transparency when it came to financing the
pavilions.

“I think that’s a fair way of going about it,” she said.
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