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Students take annual tribute walk
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School fifth- and eighth-graders
completed their symbolic 130-mile trek to Newtown,
Connecticut, on Monday.

The long journey to Newtown, which was all done by walking
the perimeter of the field adjacent to the school, is part of an
initiative to try to promote health and fitness in the
curriculum, said Kevin Jones, a teacher facilitator at the
school who organized the event.

Every 15 minutes the students walked equated to one mile,
according to Mr. Jones.

This is the second year the school has done a tribute walk.

Last year, the students made a tribute walk to Olney,
Maryland, which is a town that donated items to Belmar
Elementary in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.

This year’s trek was to Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut, which is where 26 children and faculty
members from school lost their lives in 2012 after a lone
gunman entered the school.

A playground has been built at Belmar Elementary in honor of
6-year-old Avielle Richman, who was one of the victims.

It took the students about six weeks to complete the 130-mile
trek, according to Mr. Jones.

“The fifth- and eighth-grade students at Belmar Elementary School did a great job
participating in this Tribute Walk to Newtown, Connecticut,” Mr. Jones said. “We will
never forget what happened on Dec. 14, 2012.”

In completing the 130 mile trek from Belmar to Newtown, he said, “not only did [the
students] get lots of exercise during this project, but we will always remember Avielle
Richman. The playground donated to our school in her name provides a sense of hope
and recovery.”
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Belmar Elementary fifth- and eighth-graders
walked 130 miles to Sandy Hook Elementary
School, in Newtown, Connecticut, recently as
part of their tribute walk. The second annual
walk, which is done by walking around the field
adjacent to the school, is meant to promote
health and fitness in the curriculum. Photo
courtesy KEVIN JONES
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