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Protest of Wall farm continues
By Haley Behre

WALL TOWNSHIP — The Monmouth County Agricultural
Development Board is expected to rule whether Chatham
Landscape Contractors [CLC] Farms LLC, a business that has
caused concern for residents living near it, would deserve
protection under the Right to Farm Act at an upcoming
meeting.

Township administrator Jeffry Bertrand made the
announcement at the township committee’s executive meeting
last Wednesday night.

CLC Farms is located at 1863 Barbee Lane, and is currently
operating as a nursery operation farm. CLC Farms took
ownership of the property previously home to Geiser’s Farm in
January.

The administrator also explained the conversation he,
township attorney Sean Kean and representatives from the
county Agricultural Development Board had with the owner
CLC Farms, Kevin Kloberg. Area residents had once again come
out to last week’s meeting to voice their concerns about the
business operating in a residential zone.

The conversation, according to Mr. Bertrand, addressed
concerns residents have regarding the property, which includes
access to the property, the hours of operation, the type of

operation and the uses of the
property.

“I think it was a very thorough meeting,” Mr. Bertrand said.

If CLC Farms is determined to be protected under the Right to Farm Act, it is a
commercial farm permitted in the residential zone. If not, the township would need
to take a closer look at the activities on the property, according to Mayor Clint
Hoffman.

CLC Farms has filed for protection under the law.

The county Agricultural Development Board is expected to determine whether the property is protected under
the act at its July 1 meeting in Freehold. There will be a public comment portion of the meeting.

RESIDENTS SPEAK OUT

After Mr. Bertrand concluded his review of the meeting with the CLC owner and county representatives,
residents spoke out against the property, addressing, once again, the quality-of-life issues they have been
dealing with since CLC Farms acquired the property.

Kristen Irausquin, of New Bedford Road, said while she understands change happens, this is about “common
decency, respect for your neighbors.”
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“We all came together because this is important,” she said. “This is our life and he just has no respect for that
at all, and that really needs to be heard … that it is a quality-of-life issue, and it’s a big one.”

Among the concerns raised was noise that emanates from the property, which residents say is an issue at all
times of day, including overnight and on weekends.

Kevin Brennan, of Wall Church Road, asked several questions, including about the township’s noise ordinance.

Mr. Kean said the township has a noise ordinance, which places a moratorium on noise from midnight until 7
a.m., and officials are looking to amend that.

“I personally am not concerned about the a.m. I’m more concerned about the p.m.,” when children are going
to bed, Mr. Brennan said.

Mr. Kean said if the county Agricultural Development Board rules it has jurisdiction, it could place a time
restriction on the hours of operation at the farm, among other things.

“I don’t think we are unreasonable in our request if you’re willing to work with us, but his statement is
symptomatic of his whole business — it’s F-you to us,” Mr. Brennan said.

Mr. Bertrand said he spoke with the owner about when and where he works, and Mr. Bertrand said if it were
him, he would begin work close to the neighbors’ homes and work his way out as the day goes on as to not “be
a jerk” to them.

“It appears that it was scheduled opposite,” Mr. Bertrand said. “There’s a complete appearance to that.”

Another concern among the residents was for the safety of the children in the area.

Jim Mahedy, of Carol Court, said there are 40 children in the neighborhood who are always outside playing, and
there are trucks “flying down” the street to access the site and unload what they are carrying.

“There needs to be a four-ton limit,” Mr. Mahedy said.

Gardner Road resident Steven Schucht asked whether the municipality could temporarily reduce the speed limit
in the area to 10 mph since there are children.

Committee member George Newberry said he believes 25 mph is the lowest speed limit a state or municipality
can legally enforce.

Currently, the speed limit for Barbee Lane is 25 mph and New Bedford Road, which is parallel to Barbee Lane,
is 35 mph.

Mr. Bertrand said after the meeting that the police department recommended adding stop signs in the area, but
residents said they did not want them.

Paula Mako, of Wall Church Road, cautioned the committee that if the trucks are allowed to go down the street
“you will be known as the administration that ruined our neighborhood.”

As word spreads about this issue, Ms. Mako said she is thinking, “how can our town let this happen to us?”

The issue then turned to access to the site for trucks.

The CLC Farms property has one access point, which is off Barbee Lane, Mr. Bertrand said after the meeting.

According to Mr. Bertrand, there used to be multiple access points when the Geisers owned the property.

One resident said she believes the property owner did not due his due diligence and believed he had alternate
ways to get on the property other than the Barbee Lane entrance.
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Mr. Bertrand agreed.

“The question is what he thought and what is reality — do we have any legal standing to take action to block
him from using that other entrance” on Barbee Lane, Mr. Bertrand said.

Mr. Bertrand said, “it’s real simple for this body of five elected people to sit here and tell you, ‘We’re going to
go fight for that and we’re going to do everything we could possibly do,’ and spend a whole bunch of your
money so you walk out of here going, ‘they’re fighting for us,’ and behind the scenes know it’s a losing fight
and they just spent your money for no reason.”

But, the township is not going to do that, Mr. Bertrand said.

Mr. Bertrand said when it comes to the trucks, the question becomes, “what is the dividing line between a
truck that is delivering a product that is produced by the farm, and a truck that is doing work that is unrelated
to the delivery of that product.”

Mr. Bertrand said after the meeting that residents are reporting the property owner is running a
construction/landscaping company out of the property, so the question comes down to whether that is a
farm-related activity or not.

Another issue brought up by a resident had to do with property values decreasing as a result of CLC Farms.

Mayor Hoffman said the town is not “insensitive” to that issue.

“We’re actually very sensitive to that, but we are bound to do things that are by the law,” he said.

The township administrator said this issue should not have gotten to this point.

“We got to this point because of attitude, not because of actual realities,” he said.

The town is currently working on scheduling a meeting between representatives from the community and the
CLC Farms owner prior to June 25 to discuss the issues, Mr. Bertrand said on Tuesday afternoon.

Mr. Kloberg did not return calls for comment by press time.
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