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Boro to not put in temporary berms at beach
By Haley Behre

MANASQUAN — Manasquan has decided to gamble with the weather, and not put in temporary berms this year,
even though the state Department of Environment Protection [DEP] has given them the OK to do so.

Larry Ragonese, DEP press director, said Manasquan got the authorization to create temporary berms under
their existing beach and dune permit. Berms are similar to dunes except they are more temporary and
generally are accumulated sand that can be rebuilt on a regular basis.

The berms would be paid for by the town, but could be reimbursed by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency [FEMA].

Mayor George Dempsey said the borough does not want to put in the berms. The mayor said the borough had
dunes before Sandy, which were between 6 to 12 feet, and the borough was unable to touch them because they
were controlled by the DEP.

“I don’t want that,” he said. “I want to do it the correct way and they won’t give me that.”

Instead of putting the berms in, the town will “take a gamble,” the mayor said,
noting he is worried about the weather from the end of July through October.

Having an engineered dune system, which is what Manasquan wants, will offer
security for beachfront homes, Mayor Dempsey said.

“They’re hanging out there with no protection right now,” he said.

According to the mayor, the DEP said it would be at least 18 months to two years
before engineered dunes would come to fruition from the Army Corps of Engineers.

“But that’s the DEP telling me, not the [Army Corps of Engineers],” he said.

Mayor Dempsey said the borough is contacting state representatives about getting an engineered dune system.

According to Chris Gardner, spokesman for the Army Corps of Engineers New York District, the Army Corps of
Engineers is currently having preliminary discussions with the state as to whether dunes could be part of the
upcoming beach replenishment project, which is set to begin soon.

Due to Hurricane Sandy, Sea Bright to Manasquan lost roughly 5 million cubic yards of sand.

According to Mr. Gardner, everything the Army Corps does has to be done through Congressional authority. In
addition, they have the authority to repair their projects to the pre-storm condition if a massive storm, such as
Hurricane Sandy, comes along and damages them.

Due to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of 2013 [Sandy Bill], which allocated $1.35 billion to the Army
Corps of Engineers to help restore and repair areas damaged by the storm, this money will help them not only
repair their projects but restore it to its original design, which was built in the 1990s and early 2000s, Mr.
Gardner said. This means that the beaches stretching from Sea Bright to Manasquan will be restored to 100 feet
of beach at 9.3 feet above mean sea level, he said.

About 8 million cubic yards of sand will be divided up among the 18-mile stretch between Sea Bright to
Manasquan, with roughly 1.5 million cubic yards of that sand going from Belmar to Manasquan, Mr. Gardner
said, noting these figures are an estimate and subject to change. The sand will come from just offshore, Mr.
Gardner said.
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The project will be divided into four contracts, with one of them Belmar to the Manasquan Inlet, the
spokesman said. The entire project is estimated to cost more than $100 million, but that, too, is subject to
change, he said.

Awarding the contracts are expected to occur during the summer, he said.
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