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Belmar Elementary School receives 5,000
donated books
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One Central Pennsylvania school district recently
donated over 5,000 books to Belmar Elementary School to help
them recover post-Sandy.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, Kelly Hastings, superintendent of
Keystone Central School District, in Pennsylvania, gave her
district a challenge to ‘think global’ and impact education,
said Deb Smeltz, transportation supervisor for the Keystone
school district.

To do that, the school district got in contact with the New
Jersey School Board Association and asked what schools were
affected by Sandy, she said, noting the board matched the
district with Belmar Elementary.

From there, Keystone Central School District held various
fundraisers, and donated $1,850 earlier this year to help with
Belmar’s beachfront and playgrounds, Ms. Smeltz said.

Then, Woodward Elementary School Principal Betty Dickey
decided to hold a book drive in the district from May 6-10,
which was Teacher Appreciation Week. Woodward Elementary
is part of the Keystone Central School District.

On June 11, representatives from the school district drove
down to Belmar Elementary and
delivered the books.

Susquehanna Transit, the bus company the district uses, donated a bus and driver to
drive the books down.

Lisa Hannah, assistant principal at Belmar Elementary, said the school is grateful for
the continued support from Keystone Central School District.

“These books will provide a tremendous advantage for our students to have access to
good quality reading over the summer,” she said.

She continued, “Our students were thrilled to have the opportunity to select from so many interesting titles.”

Research supports the school’s philosophy that a critical factor in helping to close the achievement gap in
literacy is to provide students with ongoing access to “high-interest literature and text that is leveled for ‘just
right’ readability,” Ms. Hannah said.
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Keystone Central School District, in
Pennsylvania, recently donated over 5,000
books to Belmar Elementary. On June 11,
representatives from the Keystone Central
School District drove down to Belmar
Elementary, where they met with Belmar
Elementary employees and delivered the books
to the school. Photo courtesy LISA HANNAH
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