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Borough considering not paying debris
company for cost overrun
By Haley Behre

MANASQUAN — The debris removal in town has been completed, but it is over budget and was finished passed
the expected completion date.

Since the debris removal was not finished on time, costing the borough some revenue, the borough is
considering not paying the cost overrun of $4,300 Manasquan owes the company.

The announcement was made at the June 17 council meeting.

Carnevale Disposal, in Hamilton, was awarded the contract for $75,625 in May to remove a certain quantity of
wood, concrete/asphalt and construction debris post-Sandy.

As Carnevale was removing the debris, they discovered that most of the wood had Chromated Copper Arsenate
[CCA] treatment on it, which meant it could not be disposed of as just wood, said Charles Rooney, borough
engineer, noting the wood must be treated as construction debris.

Construction debris cost $43 per cubic yard, almost double the cost to remove wood,
which was $22 per cubic yard, Mr. Rooney said.

As a result of the price increase, the contract exceeded the original amount by
approximately $4,300, even though the total quantity amount came in less than what
was awarded, he said.

Carnevale was supposed to be finished on May 17, however, they did not finish until
May 23, Councilman Edward Donovan said.

Councilman Donovan, who sits on the beach operations committee, said since the
company did not complete its job on time, the borough is not inclined to pay the cost overrun.

According to Councilman Donovan, there is a liquidated damages clause in the contract that says if the
company does not finish by the given date they are liable to pay a penalty for not finishing on time.

The penalty is $500 each day the company did not complete the task.

The May 17 deadline was imperative because the rear portion of the Pompano parking lot, on Third Avenue,
was used to handle the debris, Mr. Rooney said. The parking lot is used in the summer for parking, and the
borough wanted enough time to stabilize the lot in time for Memorial Day weekend. Since the company did not
finish its work until May 23, it cost the borough revenue, he said.

Councilman Donovan said the front of the parking lot is owned by Manasquan, while the back portion of the lot
is owned by Monmouth County.

The back portion of the lot was closed on Memorial Day weekend, which potentially cost the borough money,
he said, but the other portion was open, and had cars parked in it.

Mayor George Dempsey said the borough gets the money generated from the parking lot, which they could have
used this past weekend.

The back portion of the parking lot is still closed.
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Gary Carnevale, owner of Carnevale Disposal, said the company began hauling debris away on May 13, with an
understanding they would be done by Memorial Day weekend, which was May 25-27.

“The 17th never entered my mind,” he said, noting he did not know about the May 17 deadline.

Mr. Carnevale said he does not “find it to be right at all” what the borough is doing.

He said if they knew the deadline was May 17, the company would not have allowed Manasquan to bring extra
material besides what was bid because they would not have been able to handle the additional work in that
time frame. Mr. Carnevale said they would not be able to handle the additional work because some material
takes a long time to process.

The borough is trying not to pay the $4,300, which would take care of the liquidated damages and recoup costs
from the revenue loss. The borough is currently in discussions with Carnevale on the issue and no official
decision has been reached.
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