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Golf outing raises $5,000 for annual Beach
Bash
A two-day event that teaches autistic
children to surf
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Fishing Club [BFC] teed off at its annual
Woman’s Golf Outing last week for a good cause.

The golf outing, which was held on June 13 this year, raises
funds for the Beach Bash event held at the end of each
summer. Beach Bash is a two-day event that brings surfers to
town to teach autistic children to surf.

“I just think it’s a beautiful cause,” said Betty Lyons, BFC
member and chair of the event.

About 40 people attended the golf outing, and about 60
attended the luncheon, Ms. Lyons said.

BFC member Susan Miles, of Wall, said the event is “wonderful
every year and it gets bigger and better.”

“We were ecstatic” about how much the club was able to raise
for the Beach Bash,” she said.

Like last year, the golf outing was able to raise $5,000 for the
Beach Bash. The check was presented at the luncheon on June
13, which was held right after the golf outing.

Fran Hines, director of emergency medical services who helps
organize the Beach Bash, attended the luncheon to accept the
check. He brought his 15-year-old autistic son, Colton.

“We appreciate it,” he said.

He then spoke about his son, who was diagnosed with autism at the age of 3. Colton
surfs at the Beach Bash every year.

“He’s my best friend in the whole wide world,” Mr. Hines said of his son.

Mr. Hines said he certainly appreciates the donation, but he also appreciates the fact
Belmar Fishing Club members volunteer their time at the event each year.

“Without this and without your help on those two days we could never ever do it,” he
said.

BFC member Mary Flanagan, of Spring Lake Heights, said the cause is important.

“Everyone’s affected by autism,” she said.
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The Belmar Fishing Club held a ladies golf
outing last Thursday to raise funds for Beach
Bash, a two-day event at the end of the
summer where autistic children learn to surf.
After the golf outing, a luncheon was held at
the fishing club, on Ocean Avenue, where Fran
Hines, who helps run the Beach Bash event
[center, blue shirt] and his 15-year-old autistic
son, Colton, accepted a $5,000 check from golf
outing committee members Barbara Doherty
[from left], Kathy Burt, Betty Lyons, Eileen
McDonald and Alane Mahoney. Photo by RYAN
MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP
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The Beach Bash is slated for Sept. 8 and 9 this year.
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