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Town does not receive DOT grant for
project
By Haley Behre

MANASQUAN — After nearly one decade of debate and three start delays, the Squan Plaza project has a
tentative start date of Oct. 1.

The Squan Plaza project is set to begin on Oct 1, although whether one portion of the plaza will be completed
is still uncertain, due to bad news from the state regarding a grant request.

Last year, the borough awarded a $1.3 million contract to Mark Woszczak Mechanical Contractors, based in
Wall, to complete the plaza’s rehabilitation project.

The plaza, located just south of Main Street, is in dire need of repair. After nearly one decade of debate and
discussion on how to proceed with the plaza’s rehabilitation, the council approved a plan in the spring of 2012
after receiving input from both the public and the borough’s engineering firm, T&M Associates.

The approved plan will focus solely on the actual plaza itself and the South Street entrances.

Miller Preston Way and the Route 71 entrance were not included in the project.

Miller Preston Way is the road between Manasquan Liquors and the Rite Aid that
accesses the plaza from Main Street.

In the plaza plan, the one-way traffic flow will remain intact and the roundabout in
the center of the plaza will be open for all vehicular traffic.

The approved plan will also include the placement of three stop signs — two at each
end of the roundabout around the Elks rose garden and one at the end of Miller
Preston Way, as well as the existing stop signs at Route 71 and South Street.

The existing parallel parking along the northern edge of the plaza will be maintained and 15,000 square feet of
new green space will be created.

DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT

To get the rehabilitation effort for Miller Preston Way and Route 71 underway, the borough applied for a state
Department of Transportation [DOT] local aid grant last fall, however, the town was not awarded the grant.

The borough found out they did not receive the grant until recently, said Charles Rooney, borough engineer.

The grant would have been for several hundred

thousand dollars, and would have repaved the roads and introduced an island separating the ingress and egress
to Route 71. There would have also been sidewalk improvements on Miller Preston Way.

Mr. Rooney said the DOT did not provide a reason why Manasquan did not receive the grant.

Since the borough did not receive the grant, Manasquan will be looking toward the DOT for some discretionary
aid, which is distributed by the DOT commissioner, James Simpson, Mr. Rooney said.

The Squan Plaza project will begin on Oct. 1, whether or not they receive the discretionary aid. If the borough
does not receive the aid, Mr. Rooney said they could wait until next year to apply for the grant, again.
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