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Nearby school ‘shared their hearts’ with
Belmar Elementary School
Hosted by Schroth School to return generosity Belmar Elementary has
shown
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A nearby school ‘shared their hearts’ with Belmar Elementary last week by hosting an event for the
students, here.

Schroth School, in Wanamassa, is a 12-month program that provides services and programs for those with
cerebral palsy and other physical and development disabilities. The school is a part of The LADACIN Network, a
nonprofit dedicated to providing education, therapy, social, residential and support services for those with
cerebral palsy and other disabilities.

Since 2009, Belmar has helped Schroth School by allowing them to host events at the Taylor Pavilion, which
stood on the corner of Ocean and Fifth avenues before it was destroyed by Superstorm Sandy, inviting the
school to the annual N.J. Sandcastle Contest and to the boardwalk’s reopening, which happened in May, said
Patricia Golden-Gartner, a teacher at Schroth School. Ms. Golden-Gartner is also the community outreach
liaison for LADACIN Network.

Schroth School also recently held a disability awareness program at Belmar Elementary this past May, where
Belmar students learned about what disabled children go through on a daily basis, she said.

“Belmar has been so good to us and our kids,” Ms. Golden-Gartner said.

To return the generosity, the school hosted “Sharing Our Hearts with Belmar Day” on
June 14 to bring a day of fun for Belmar Elementary students.

Fifth- to seventh-graders at Belmar Elementary participated in the activities.

The event was originally slated for June 11 outside, but was postponed until June 14
due to weather. It was held indoors.

The disabled students from the Schroth School ran creative stations for the Belmar
Elementary students. Those stations included one for Italian ice, a cookie decorating
station, crafts and games.

Elizabeth Cole, director of special services at Belmar Elementary, said the event was great for the students of
both schools.

It was a day of exposure and awareness for the students, Ms. Cole said. A day of “focusing on their abilities, not
disabilities,” she said.

Ms. Golden-Gartner said the event was great and that it benefited the students at the two schools.

“Our kids loved it,” she said. “The kids really did mesh.”

The goal of the day was to show that students from the Schroth School were not different than those at Belmar
Elementary, and it worked, Ms. Golden-Gartner said.

Belmar Elementary fifth-grader Jack Gray, 11, said he thinks what the Schroth School did for them was “really
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kind.”

The day showed that “just because they have disabilities doesn’t mean they’re different from you.”

The Schroth School hopes to bring another event to Belmar Elementary in the fall.
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