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North Boulevard resident dissatisfied with
JCP&L
Guy wire supporting a pole is causing sink
hole, resident says JCP&L is taking too
long
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — One North Boulevard resident is dissatisfied with
Jersey Central Power and Light [JCP&L] and how long it is
taking them to give a definitive answer to the problem on his
property.

According to Joseph Stuto, MD, a JCP&L guy wire that holds up
a pole sits on his backyard, and is creating a sinkhole that is
dangerous.

The guy wire used to be wrapped around a tree, Dr. Stuto said,
but that tree was knocked down during Sandy, and that guy
wire has since been relocated to Dr. Stuto’s property. The tree
that once held the guy wire was not on Dr. Stuto’s property, he
said.

Since the guy wire has been placed on his property, a sinkhole
has been forming.

“I fell in the hole — my whole leg,” he said, noting he is 6 feet
tall. Dr. Stuto said he fell in the sinkhole on Sunday.

Dr. Stuto called JCP&L who had an employee come to his
property to check the situation out, but they have not given

him an answer yet.

“It should be taken care of immediately and they’re not doing that,” Dr. Stuto said.

The doctor would like the guy wire to be relocated. He said relocating it even 2 feet
over would move it out of the way, so his children and other family members do not
get injured while playing in the back yard.

He said there is also concern because his backyard floods, and he is worried the
flooding will make the sinkhole worse.

“I’m not looking for trouble. I just want this fixed,” he said.

Peter Johner, area manager, customer and communications relations for JCP&L, said the guy wire was placed
on his property because they “have rights” to put the equipment there.

When the pole is put in place, JCP&L needs to gain rights from the homeowner or developer to place the pole
there, if it is private property, Mr. Johner said.

“We want to work with the customer,” he said, but if JCP&L has a legal right to have the pole there, they may
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Dr. Joseph Stuto, of North Boulevard, is
frustrated a sinkhole developed on his property
as a result of a guy wire. The guy wire, which
holds up a Jersey Central Power and Light
[JCP&L] pole, was placed on his property after
the shrub that originally held up the pole
destroyed by Hurricane Sandy. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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not be able to relocate it.

If it can be moved, Mr. Johner said it will be.

Mr. Johner said the company is looking into whether they had been given the rights to put the pole there.

Ron Morano, JCP&L spokesman, said JCP&L is currently working with the property owner to resolve the issue.

“Safety is the number one priority,” he said.

OTHER JP&L ISSUE

Since Hurricane Sandy, the lights around Lake Como have been out of commission.

Mr. Johner said it has taken a while to get the lights up and running because North Boulevard, near the former
pump station, was blocked with items such as concrete barriers and piping. JCP&L needed access to that area
to replace the two transformers there, he said.

The transformers were replaced about two weeks ago, Mr. Johner said.

Now that the transformers have been replaced, JCP&L needs to install conduits and cable for the lights.

That work is expected to begin next week.
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