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Vegetation ordinance tabled, once again
Will be further discussed at July 16 council meeting
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The ordinance on curbside vegetation was tabled, once again, at the June 18 council meeting.

The decision to table the ordinance came after council members decided they want to review the state
Building Officials and Code Administrators [BOCA] code, then decide whether the ordinance is necessary. The
ordinance was tabled once before at a meeting in May.

The ordinance outlines what type of vegetation is and is not permitted between the sidewalk and curb of a
homeowner’s property.

While the area between the sidewalk and the street is maintained by homeowners, it is owned by the borough
and should not be planted upon because utilities run under that area and plants block access to those utilities,
Mayor Mike Ryan said.

Though there is already an ordinance indicating that grass is the only permissible item to plant in the area, he
said, residents have planted other items including bushes, shrubs and trees.

The new ordinance, if adopted, will help specify what can and cannot be planted in
the area.

The ordinance is necessary to “promote public safety for pedestrians, motorists
entering and exiting vehicles, and emergency personnel, and to further promote
aesthetic continuity within the borough,” according to the ordinance.

According to the ordinance, the area between the sidewalk and curb should only
contain grass, maintained by a property owner, or compacted stone and, or, pebbles
that do not exceed one half of one inch in diameter.

The area between the sidewalk and curb may be planted with a tree if the area is 30 inches or wider, and it
must be maintained by the property owner, the ordinance states.

That area should not contain shrubs, hedges, flowering plants or other vegetation that is not consistent with
the ordinance. Those homes that have such vegetation would need to remove it if the ordinance is passed.
Trees are exempt from this, but they must be maintained.

Councilman Jared Cohen questioned whether the ordinance is necessary because there are existing ordinances
on the books.

“I don’t feel the need to over-legislate,” the councilman said.

The mayor said it is not changing the laws on the books, rather it is further defining them so residents can
know what is and is not allowed.

The borough is trying to get to the point where it is “explicit, not implied,” Mayor Ryan said.

The governing body will review the BOCA code and come back at the July 16 meeting to discuss the ordinance
further.
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