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Community tailgates in Squan Plaza for
good cause
By Haley Behre

MANASQUAN — More than 250 people gathered in Squan Plaza
this past Saturday to cook food, play some games and enjoy
each other’s company, all while raising funds for a cause close
to their hearts.

Tailgate on the Square, hosted by the nonprofit Squan Strong,
brought together members of the community for a tailgate
party, with the funds raised from the event benefiting those
affected by Hurricane Sandy.

Squan Strong was formed shortly after the hurricane last
October as a way to generate and distribute funding to those
in need.

Dana Connelly, founder of Squan Strong, said the event was a
great way to tie in Father’s Day, which was on Sunday, June
16, and help everyone take their minds off of Sandy for a little
while.

“Between the rain and stress after Sandy — it feels like every
rain is a tropical storm now and has flooding possibilities,” she
said.

She said it was nice to get the community together and have a
good time.

According to Ms. Connelly, more than 250 people attended the
event.

The event raised about $8,400, all of which will go back into the community, Ms.
Connelly said.

The day featured an array of activities for children such as sand art, face painting and
hula hooping, as well as a cornhole competition and the Chocolate Bar Brownie Eating
Contest.

There was also a dunk tank, where those in attendance got the chance to dunk people
such as Monmouth County Freeholder Director Tom Arnone, The Coast Star reporter
Amanda Stone and Manasquan Recreation Director Erik Ertle.

For those 21 and older, there was a beer patio.

Those who set up camp to tailgate cooked food to share with those who came out to the fundraiser and, in
turn, they entered into a contest.

The winner of the tailgate’s best spirit was True Blue, while the winner for best menu was Squan Strong BBQ.
Each winner received a cooler full of tailgate supplies, grilling utensils, paper goods and other items to
enhance their tailgate experience, Ms. Connelly said. They also received a trophy engraved with their team
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Manasquan Mayor George Dempsey enjoyed the
once-in-a-lifetime chance to dunk The Coast
Star’s Manasquan reporter Amanda Stone during
Saturday’s Tailgate on the Square, in Squan
Plaza. The event raised funds for Squan Strong,
a nonprofit that formed soon after Sandy with
the goal of helping those affected by the storm.
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name on it.

The winners for the Chocolate Bar Brownie Eating Contest children’s division was Jonathan Ellicot, of
Manasquan. The adult division winner was Alison Nelson, owner of The Chocolate Bar. Each winner received a
trophy and a custom Chocolate Bar NYC skateboard.

The cornhole competition winner was the team of Hannah Valente, 15, and Marietta Valente, 8, of Hoboken,
who summer in Manasquan. The team earned a trophy and $100 for winning.

The winner of the 50/50 was Joseph Lynch, of Northvale, who donated $100 back to Squan Strong. Mr.
Northvale won $640 in total.

Mayor George Dempsey said the event was great as it brought a lot of people to town.

Manasquan resident Teresa Reichey said the event was fun and shows those that are still affected by Sandy that
the town cares.

Tailgate on the Square is a “great way to start the summer and get everyone together,” she said.

Bobby Ferrante, of Manasquan, also said it was nice to get everyone together.

It “just goes to show you how much spirit the town has,” Mr. Ferrante said.

As for the cause, he said it is much needed as there are still residents suffering from Sandy’s effects.

“Causes like these are extremely important,” he said.

Manasquan resident Bridgit Valgenti, who lost her house to Sandy, said Squan Strong had helped her out. Her
family found a rental to live in, but the home had no air conditioner, so Ms. Valgenti called Squan Strong to
help. Soon after, the family had air conditioning units, Ms. Valgenti said.

“They’re there for us even now,” Ms. Valgenti said of Squan Strong.

The community came together to celebrate, she said, adding, “the worst is behind us.”
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